
take over roofs in Hebron 

CUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Some 20 Jewish seniors took over 
'f rooftops, in the centre of Hebron in the occupied West Bank 
jsday saying they were demanding greater army protection against 
!b attacks. The protest came a day after assailants threw a boule filled 
t chemicals into a settler '- facility is the area, lightly injuring a girl, 
settfas ctimbed down from the roofs surrounding tbc • faduy after 
and fmin bar threatened to return Wednesday to press their demand 
tbc army es t a b l i sh observation posts there, Israel Radio reported, 
mty Defence Minister Mordeduu Gur visited the site Tuesday and 
ned that he would not permit vigilante acts. “No-one here will take the 
here into his own bands." Mr. Gur told the radio. Some £2,000 


Stlint "3tatown. There have been frequent dashes as a result. Most of the 
1 yOUr^OOO Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip live in 
KTIWa t_. feat e communities. Abo Tuesday, a Palestinian vegetable merchant 

ywAJT (n, sbot to death in his shop in Gaza City in the occupied Gaza Strip, the 

Pnmaiy scCf * aid. 
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MANAMA (Agencies) — Qatari Emir Sheikh Khalifa - Ben Hamad Al 
Tbam Tuesday received a written message from His Majesty King Hussein 
ou the latest developments in the region and Arab solidarity. Qatar Radio 
said. Relations between Jordan and Gulf Arab states including Qatar had 
been -Strained during the Gulf war, which ended in February 1991 , because 
of what the Golf states perceived as Jordan's support for Iraq. The 
message was delivered to Sheikh Khalifa by a Jordanian envoy. Amrr 
Khamash, during a meeting with him attended by Qatari Crown Prince 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thani. Mr. Khamash has served in various 
senior posts, including that of minister at the Royal Court. 


Price: Jordan 100 6s; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyais; UAE 1.50 diita 
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By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

MARKA . — Islamist deputies 
Laith ShbeQat and Yacoub Qar- 
rash were Tuesday sentenced to 
20 years in prison with hard 
labour by the State Security 
Court for belonging to an illegal 
armed group, Shabab Al Nafeer 
Al Islami, plotting to overthrow 
tbe regime and possession of ex- 
plosives and weapons. 

In a tense two-hour session. 

Presiding Judge Lieutenant- 
Colonel Yousef Faouri also sent- 
enced two shopkeepers to 10 
years in prison with hard labour 
for belonging to the Al Nafeer 

groop and possessing explosives Y acoob Qarrash 
and weapons. iaHmv v 

LL Col. Faouri, who headed whisked out of tbe courtroom by 
foe three-man military tribunal, armed policemen after the ver- 
said he reduced the sentences of diet, were arrested by the military 
each deputy from the death prosecutor after Parliament re- 
penalty “by hanging” on two cessed in August 
charges and one 20-year sentence The deputies, who remained 
to 10 years because they “have no quiet throughout the reading of 
precedent and the weapons and die 49-page verdict, were also 
explosives were not used” before charged with ‘-instigating others, 
their arrest through writings and speeches to 

Hie sentences of the sbopkeep- rewrite die Constitution and top- 
ers, Ahmad Ayoubi and Abdul pie tbe regime through subver- 



Hanrid Idkedek, were also re- 


and with undermining 


duced because “they confessed Jordan! an-Iraqi relations. Mr. 
and expressed their regret over Shbeilat was also charged with 
.what they, perpetrated and, be- slandering His Majesty the King 
cause they facilitated the work of and members of Parliament. 


the court.’ 


Judge Faouri, who insisted on 


Mr. Shbeilat and Sheikh Qar- total silence in the overcrowded 
rash, who were handcuffed and courtroom before he read out the 


laith Shbeilat 

verdict, found tbe deputies not 
guilty of undermining relations 
with Iraq and Mr. Shbeilat inno- 
cent of slandering the Monarch. 
Tbe deputies were also found 
“not responsible” for the instiga- 
tion charge, and Mr, Shbeilat was 
found “not responsible” for 
slandering members of Parlia- 
ment. 

The verdict, which cannot be 
appealed, will have to be either 
endorsed by the prime minister or 
commuted, according to the 1959 
State Security Court Law, which 
remains in force until Parliament 
passes a new draft law presented 
to it He can also order a retrial*, 

Security was exceptionally tight 
Tuesday. All the roads leading to 


the court were blocked by police, 
and the back roads were blocked 
to pedestrians unless they had 
special permits to attend the ses- 
sion. The wives of the two de- 
puties were not permitted to 
attend the session, which ended a 
six-week trial. 

Mir. Shbeilat, 49, and Sheikh 
Qarrash, 40, had pleaded not 
guilty to. all the charges; Mr. 
Ayoubi and Mr. Idkedek pleaded 
guilty to belonging to tbe under- 
ground group and to possessing 
explosives and weapons, but de- 
nied that their aim was to topple 
the regime or use violence inside 
Jordan. They maintained that 
their objective was “armed strug- 
gle against the Israeli occupation 
in the West Bank and Gaza.” 

Judge Faouri rejected this 
claim by referring to testimonies 
made by a number of prosecution 
witnesses who said that it was 
“impossible to get the weapons 
and explosives into the occupied 
territories.” 

The shopkeepers' lawyer. Mar- 
wan Kayed. insisted during his 
defence that his two clients were 
“training people from the occu- 
pied territories to make and use 
popular explosives to be used in 
the intifada.” 

The deputies’ defence lawyers, 
who had walked out in protest on 
OcL 17 after a witness testified in 
a “secret session,'* had objected 
at tbe time against the testimo- 
nies of five witnesses who said 
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An artist’s impression of the State Secwitj Court hi sessio n Tuesday 
they were being detained at tbe dad Ameriyeh shelter which was 


General Intelligence Department 
(GID) when they took the stand. 

Tbe presiding judge said he did 
not accept the controversial testi- 
mony of a “secret” witness, iden- 
tified by the prosecution as Syrian 
“Yassin Ramadan Yassin,” who 
claimed that he had delivered 
300,000 German marks from the 
Iranian leadership to Mr. 
Shbeilat last April- The judge 
cited the witness' “lack of credi- 
bility” and said that his testimony 
could not be verified by others. 

Judge Faouri also said there 
was not enough evidence to back 
prosecution charges that Mr. 
Shbeilat and Sheikh Qarrash had 
tried to undermine Jordaman- 
Iraqi relations. The prosecution 
had produced a wiretapped, tele- 
phone conversation between the 
deputies and Iraqi opposition fi- 
gure Ahmad Chalabi and a docu- 
ment “with details of the (Bagh- 


dad Ameriyeh shelter which was red to the testimonies of .Mr. 
bombed by the U.S. forces and Ayoubi and Mr. Idkedek — as 


which killed hundreds of civilians 
during the Gulf war) and Chaia- 


well as confiscated documents re- 
lated to the Al Nafeer — to find 


bi’s phone number in Qarrash’s that the two deputies were in 


handwriting.” 

The judge added that a photo 
album, which was to support pro- 
secution charges that Mr. 
Shbeilat slandered the King, did 
not constitute sufficient evidence 


charge of the illegal group. 

He added that the court was 
“convinced” that all the accused, 
“whatever positions they hold in 
the organisation,” were members 
of the illegal group, and that it 


that it was the deputy’s handwrit- was proven all four were in pos- 
ing on the album or that it was session of arms and explosives. 


meant to slander tbe Monarch. 
As for the charges of Mr. 


Judge Faouri also said there 
was enough evidence to prove 


Shbeilat's slandering members of that the group intended to use 


Parliament, Judge Faouri said 
that “although tire defendant did 


violence inside Jordan and to 
topple tbe regime and referred to 


curse members of Parliament, it confiscated documents — “the 
happened in a telephone con- organisation's internal policy, the 
versation and not in public, which organisational chart and the 
does not constitute the legal de- budget” — which read that the 


finition of slander." 

The military judge, however, 
said he believed there was 
enough evidence — and he refer- 


group aimed at “liberating Pales- 
tine through armed struggle...and 
then liberating tbe surrounding 
areas.” 


Israeli, Arab negotiators warn 
bloodshed could foil peace talks 


Clinton, Bush seek to dispel Mideast uncertainty 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Tuesday, Syria’s chief delegate, 
Israeli and Arab negotiators Muwaffaq Al Allaf, accused 
warned Tuesday that the escalat- Israel of provoking the attacks m 
ing violence along the Israeli- Lebanon by occupying Arab 


mwj ing violence along the Israeli- Lebanon Dy occupying Aran 

Cfinton hao ^ J (R) — King Fahd has Lebanon border was disrupting land. “We cannot but make our 
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drew peace talks. 

“It is inconceivable dial we will 
resume a regular agenda,” said 
Israel’s cbief negotiator with 
Lebanon, Uri Lubrani, as be 
went into tbe newly-resumed 
Nfideast peace talks. Mr. Lubrani 
held out the possibility that he 
would cut the talks short in pro- 
test, as be had Monday after only 
30 minutes. 

Just hours before the talks re- 
sumed, resistance forces in south- 
ern Lebanon fired two salvos of 
rockets into northern Israel, 
bringing to 50 tbe number of 
missiles to hit the border ansa 
since Sunday (see story below). 

Israel also planned to dfecass 
the attacks in its negotiating ses- 
sion with Syria, which controls 
the parts of Lebanon where the 
guenillas operate. “It is impossi- 
ble to conduct ourselves as if it 
was business as nsnal,” said 
Israel's chief negotiator with 
Syria, Itamar Rabinovich. 

But upon entering the talks 


concern felt that this is affecting 
the whole peace process,” be 
said. 

Lebanese chief delegate Suheil 
Shammas said the rockets were 
fired after Israeli aircraft raided a 
Lebanese village, four guerrillas 
died in the attack. 

“The Lebanese blood which 
was lost a very, very dear to ns. 
It is Lebanese Mood which was 
nulled on Lebanese territory and 
the dead are Lebanese citizens in 
good standing,” Mr. Shammas 
said. 

The violence was discussed m 
talks Monday between peace 
talks delegates and State Depart- 
ment officials, who are seeking to 
make dear the Bush administra- 
tion {dais to remain involved in 
the talks and not toaodoa them to 
tbe doldrums of a presidential 
transition. 

Seeking to cement one of his 
administration's major foreign 
policy achievements. President 
- George Bush is considering 


whether Chief of Staff James 
Baker should fly once more to the 
Mideast to pump up the slow- 
moving Arab-Israeli peace talks, 
a senior administration offidal 
said Monday. 

While far from certain, such a 
step would happen only if Arabs 
and Israelis show an interest in 
Mr. Baker's involvement and if it 
has the blessing of President-elect 
Bill Qinton, said the official, who 
spoke only on tire condition of 
anonymity. 

Mi. Baker is the architect of 
the historic negotiations begun 
one year ago to settle the Arab- 
Israeli dispute. 

Arab and Israeli negotiators, 
resuming discussions Monday af- 
ter a week's break for the elec- 
tions, were careful not to offer 
Mr. Baker — or Mr. Clinton — 
any advice. But they made dear 
that the tenuous gains achieved 
over tbe past 12 months would 
dissipate quickly unless the talks 
keep moving. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- Nfideast \ 
dent George Bush and President- tinue “wit 
elect Bill Clinton both sought on ing the t 
Monday to dispel Arab and man Geo 
Israeli uncertainty over tire U.S. Mr. Cti 
commitment to advandng peace “would v 
negotiations during the presiden- Rabin imi 
tial transition. ing office 

“The president is still the presi- goal” of p 
dent. People here are still die an Israeli 
ones in charge until January,” called Mi 
said State Department spokes- congratui 
man Richard Boucher as Arab preadent- 
and Israeli negotiators resumed boos, 
negotiations after a week’s break There fc 
for tbe U.S. election. tbe Bush 

“And in the Middle East talks, foreign p 
as in other areas, we have to sides saic 
make the decisions and exercise spoke on 
responsibility for keeping things said it w 
going,” he said. whether 

State Department officials met Staff Jam 
in recent days and on Monda/ of the Mi 
morning with Israeli and Arab one last tr 
delegates, be said, and expected* the slow-: 
to do so throughout this round of Muwafi 
negotiations which ends next Syrian tei 
week. had retu 


Midcast peace talks would con- 
tinue “without any slowdown’’ dur- 
ing the transition, said spokes- 
man George Stephanopoulos. 

Mr. CKn ton also promised he 
“would work dosely with Mr. 
Rabin immediately upon his tak- 
ing office to achieve tbe joint 
goal” of peace in the region, said 
an Israeli statement. Mr. Rabin 
called Mr. Clinton to offer his 
congratulations and brief the 
president-elect on peace negotia- 
tions. 

There been no contact between 
tbe Bush and Clinton teams on 
foreign policy issues yet, both 
sides said. A Bush aide who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
said it was too soon to decide 
whether' White House Chief of 
Staff James Baker, the architect 
of the Mideast talks, would take 
one last trip to the region to boost 
the slow-moving negotiations. 

Muwaffaq Al Allaf, head of the 
Syrian team, told reporters he 
had returned from Damascus 


In Little Rock, Arkansas, Mr. ' with “instructions to proceed in a 


Clinton spoke by phone with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and told him he hoped the 


serious manner and with in- 
creased efforts in order to try to 
achieve results.” 


He said a joint document with 
Israel could be achieved by the 
end of this round if the two sides 
agree on essentials. For Israel, 
that would mean agreement to 
withdraw from Arab lands it 
seized in the 1967 war; for Syria, 
that would mean establishing a 
foil peace with the Jewish state. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad may be trying to put for- 
ward his best foot with the incom- 
ing U.S. administration, experts 
said. Mr. Assad may have de- 
cided that he wants Mr. Clinton 
“to deal with him as a peacemak- 
er rather than a terrorist,” said 
Martin Indyk, director of the 
Washington Institute of Near 
East Policy, a private research 
and advocacy group. 

Mr. Clinton’s criticism of 
Syria’s human rights record and 
its support for “terrorism,” as 
well as his warmly supportive 
statements for Israel during the 
campaign, have made Arab lead- 
ers nervous about his policy. 

“I hope that the commitment 
of the new administration ... will 
be as much for the achievement 
of comprehensive settlement of 


the Arab-Israeli conflict as the 
commitment of the previous 
administration,” said Mr. Allaf. 

An adviser to Mr. Clinton was 
quoted as saying Monday that 
Mr. Baker could help handle 
Middle East peace negotiations 
after his boss, Presidmit Bush, 
leaves die White House, 

“It’s important that there not 
be a break in the negotiations on 
the Middle East,” Clinton adviser 
Gregory Treverton told the Fore- 
ign Policy Institute, according to 
a report by the TT News Agency. 

Treverton was quoted as saying 
that Mr. Baker, who was the U.S. 
secretary of state until he took 
over Mr. Bush’s unsuccessful 
reelection campaign, “can pro- 
vide continuity in dose coopera- 
tion with Mr. CHn ton’s secretary 
of state.” 

“Whether Baker wants to, of 
course, is another thing,” 
Treverton was quoted as saying. 

Arafat appeals to Clinton 

Yasser Arafat appealed to 
President-elect Cluitog Tuesday 
(Continued ou page 5) 


“It is our opinion that just as ___ __ , , 

PLO urges Palestinian 


>ucy acmevcmcms, rrestaeni ■ «« -m f t ut • 

eorge Bush is considering (Continued on page 5) polls under U.1N. auspices 


Warring factions in Sarajevo 
reportedly agree to ceasefire 


Lebanese army joins battle against 
Israel as violence takes a new turn 


^ <y of our comrades mar- 

street in the south (northern 

’ the statement said. Tor- 
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MASHGHARA, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Lebanon, told 
bhmtiy by Israel to curb Hizbol- 
lah cross-border rocket attacks, 
joined the guerrillas Tuesday in 
bombarding Braeli positions on 
its territory. 

. Security sources said Lebanese 
army batteries opened up on 
Israel's self-declared “security 
zone*' in South Lebanon dining 
fierce sheJJmg from Israeli heavy 
artillery after a bomb attack by 
JBzbtiUah guerrillas. 

Israeli military sources said 


Lah and the Jewish state two 
weeks ago. 

The sources said Lebanese 
army gunners hit back sharply 
when Israeli troops and their 
Lebanese mititia allies shelled vil- 
lages on the southern edge of the 
eastern Bekaa Valley and on 
Iqtim Al Toufah ridge southeast 
of Sidon 

However, Israel would not 
abandon die peace talks because 
that would play into Hizbollah’s 
hands, Mr. Ben-Ari said, 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 


Israel had sent troop reinforce- Fans Bweiz said after a meeting 
m enfa line s of taqks to with U.S. Ambassador Ryan 
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its northern, border on the third 
day of skirmishes with guerrillas 
firing rockets into the Jewish 
state. 

“Israel will take the army’s 
involvement very seriously,” said 
a security source. “The whole 
thmg could explode soon.” 

It was the first time the 
Lebanese army had used artillery 
against Israel's buffer zone since 
the last flare-up between Hizbol- 


Crocker that Israel's “aggressions 
and attacks are unjustified.” 

“We have repeatedly said the 
Lebanese state cannot ask any 
Lebanese citizen to give in to the 
occupation,” Mr. Bweiz said. 
“The rejection! of this occupation 
using any means is a legitimate 
right." 

Police said four civilians were 
wounded in Tuesday’s shelling, 
which intensified after tbe 20 


a.m. (0800 GMT) explosion 
targeting a patrol of tbe Israeli- 
financed South Lebanon Army 
militia went off as it drove 
through the village of Kfar 
Houne. 

They said none of the patrol- 
men was hurt in Kfar Houne, 12 
kilometres south of Jezzine, the 
largest town in South Lebanon, 
linked to the “security zone” by a 
narrow corridor. 

Hizbollah claimed responsibil- 
ity for the bombing, without giv- 
ing details. 

Security sources said Israeli 
gunners were hammering villages 
in south and southeast Lebanon 
with Howitzer shells at a rate of 
four a minute. 

Smoke billowed from the hills 
as the boom of shell blasts echoed 
across the volatile region. 

In tbe Bekaa, an Associated 
Press reporter said hundreds of 
refugees loaded cars with mat- 
tresses, . beds and personal be= 

(Continued on page 5) 


DAMASCUS (AP) — A senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) official raid Tuesday 
the Palestinians would press for 
legislative elections sponsored by 
the United Nations in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Farouk Kaddoumi, the PLO's 
foreign affairs chief, said Israel's 
proposal for limited, administra- 
tive self-rule “means Palestinian 
Lands will remain under Israeli 
sovereignty, which we reject.” 

He told a news conference that 
“sovereignty should be shifted to 
a third party as a transitional 
phase (during which) legislative 
elections will take place.” 

Afterwards Mr. Kaddoumi 
added, sovereignty over the West 
Bank and Gaia Strip will be 
“transferred to the Palestinian 
people." 

Tbe Palestinians say the prop- 
osed autonomy under Israeli 
military rule is designed to legiti- 
mise the occupation on the tetri- 
tones. They say such a plan 
would turn the 1.7 taffioo Palesti- 
nians living in the West Bank and 
Gaza into an ethnic minority in 
Israel and trill their aspirations for 
statehood. 

Askpd about the third party 


that could take charge of the 
territories in the interim stage, he 
.said the United Nations was best 
suited to ensure the “transfer of 
power” to the Palestinians. 

“Tbe peace we want should be 
based on tbe restoration of the 
Palestinians* national rights, their 
right to the establishment of an 
independent state, and the with- 
drawal of Israel from all occupied 
Palestinian land, including (Arab 
East) Jerusalem,” he said. 

Mr. Kaddoumi spoke after four 
days of talks with Syrian officials 
and Damascus-based PLO groups 
that vehemently oppose the 
peace process, begun last year. 

Of these talks, Mr, Kaddoumi 
said he assured the opposition 
that there were no plans to accept 
tbe Israeli proposal. These 
groups have recently stepped up 
their demand for abandoning the 
talks which resumed in Washing- 
ton Monday. 

The PLO has been physically 
excluded from the talks, but is 
known to control the Palestinian 
negotiators taking part in the 
peace process. 

Syria, Jordan and Lebanon 
also are participating in tfie.y,S.» 
arranged effort to settle the 44- 
year-oid conflict. 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — An 
independent radio station re- 
ported that Bosnia's warring fac- 
tions agreed Tuesday on a cease- 
fire for tbe entire republic. 

Tbe report, citing the Bosnian 
presidency, contained no details 
a nd c ould not immediately be 
co n firmed. But it followed on die 
heels of an appeal by Bosnia's 
Serb leaden for an unconditional 
truce as soon as possible. 

Intense fighting has raged 
across northern Bosnia and in 
western Herzegovina in what 
appeared to be attempts by both 
sides to consolidate their posi- 
tions before tbe onset of winter. 
There has been a flurry of recent 
political moves to seek an agree- . 
ment acceptable to all sides that 
would end seven months of 
warfare which has ' darned mote 
than 14,000 lives. 

Dozens of previous truces, in 
l Bosnia and in the fighting in 
Croatia last year, have foiled. 


tween families and menfolk of 
fighting age obliged by the gov- 
ernment to stay behind to defend 
the besieged Bosnian capital. 

Another convoy taking Serb 
refugees to Belgrade was due to 
leave tbe city shortly, the journal- 
ists said. 

Families soon to be divided 
wept together as they waited for 
transport to arrive at the bus 
station wrecked by six months of 
constant shelling. 

It was an extraordinary gather- 
ing of people m a city whose 
population has been taught by 
indiscriminate war never to stay 
too long in one place in large 
nnmbers- 

Up to 6,000 Muslims, Serbs 
and Croats were due to leave in 
convoys which will take them to 
safety in Belgrade and Split over 
the next few days. 

A hnge crowd of women, chil- 
dren, the elderly and men ex- 


Several hundred Muslim and empted from military service 
Croat refugees of all ages began jammed the bos station and sur- 
w«iA‘ng out of Sarajevo for the rounding streets hoping for seats. 
Croatian port of Split aboard a Journalists said the exodus was 
convoy of Red Cross buses on causing chaos in the centre of the 
Tuesday, journalists said. city where more than 2,800 peo- 


Tbe exodus began shortly after pie have been, killed and 31,OCO 
noon after tearful forewells be- wounded. 
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Turkish troops mopping 
up in northern Iraq 


U.S. to limit technology sales to Iran 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish troops 
are mopping up the last pockets 
of resistance in northern Iraq in 
their cross-border campaign 
against rebel Turkish Kurds, a 
senior military official said Tues- 
day. 

‘The search operations are 
continuing in the region.” be told 
Reuters. He said troops were 
combing the mountainous region 
where the guerrillas of the Kur- 
distan Workers Party (PKK) had 
established bases, camps and 
supply points. 

Turkish commandos backed by 
warplanes, helicopter gunships 
and tanks, have seized two major 
PKK training camps at Haftaniif 
■and Hakurk, since they entered 
Iraq on Oct. 16. 

The Turkish push com- 
plemented one by Iraqi Kurds 
against the PKK which the newly- 
formed Iraqi Kurdish regional 
government ordered driven out 
of the rugged border region, used 
by the Marxist rebels as a spring- 
board for attacks into Turkey. 

Rawscfa S ha ways, the regional 
government's interior minister, 
told reporters Sunday night that 
about 1,000 PKK fighters had 
been moved to Zaleh, in the Qala 
Dizeb area on the Iranian border 
after surrendering to the Iraqi 
Kurds. 

While fighting appeared to be 
abating in northern Iraq, at least 
seven people were killed in a 
clash between Tebel Kurds and 
security'forces in Turkey’s south- 
eastern town of Hani Monday 
night, a senior security official- 
said. 

Fighting erupted when PKK 
guerrillas launched a rocket 
attack on the town’s official and 
military building. Five civilians 
and two policemen were killed in 
the battle which went on for 
about three hours. 

Hie wife, child and two women 
guests of a security force member 
were among the dead, believed 
killed when their house was hit. 
said the official in Diyarbakir. ' 







A «wp of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) b attacked by 
Turkish helicopters near the northern Iraqi town of Shiva (AFP 
photo). 


Anatolian News Agency said 
firemen from nearby towns had 
been brought in to fig^ht fires 
caused by the fighting in Hani, 
entry to which was under military 
control Tuesday. 

On Wednesday, the Turkish 


ment proposal for a four-month 
renewal of emergency rule in 
force in 10 rebel-hit southeastern 
provinces since 1987. 

More than 5,100 people have 
been killed in Turkey -since the 
separatists began their figbt in the 


parliament will debate a govern- southeast in 1984. 


U.N. seeks funds for Somalia plan 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — A top 
United Nations official urged the 
international community Tuesday 
to speed up funding of a 100-day 
emergency U.N. plan to ease 
Somalia's famine. 

. “Unless the world community 
becomes compassionate and 
speeds up assistance to the U.N. 
sponsored emergency plan of ac- 
tion, the sufferings in Somalia 
could develop into the worst 
catastrophe in tiring memory 
Samule Nana-Sinkam, U.N. 
coordinator of the scheme, told 
Reuters. 

He said a conference m Addis 
Ababa, set to open on Nov. 30, 
trill focus on the implementation 


of a pledge made in Geneva last 
month to give up to $88 million 
for the plan which aims at provid- 
ing food aid and expanding sup- 
plementary feeding schemes. 

“Unless all those concerned 
consider die Somalia crisis as a 
priority, up to 250,000 people, 
whose lives could have been 
saved, may die before the end of 
the year,” Mr. Nana-Sinkam 
added. 

He said the action plan also 
provided for a mass immunisation 
campaign against measles and 
other diseases and an urgent 
supply of dean water and shelter 
materials. 

He said the conference would 
also discuss how to best ensure 


aid supplies are not looted by 
rival warlords who have almost 
barred food aid from reaching the 
people. 

Somalia’s warlord “general" 
Mohammad Farah Aideed has 
prevented the deployment of 
some of the U.N. troops sent to 
protect the relief operation and 
has warned of “unprecedented 
bloodshed’! if they take up posi- 
tions without his “permission.” - 

More than 300,000 people may 
have died fn famine that started 
after dan rebels ousted Dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane in Janu- 
ary 1991 and the country spiralled 
into chaos. An estimated 1.5 mil- 
lion Somalis are in danger of 
starvation. 


Rights group: Thousands still 
in political detention in Syria 


By Norma Hoboes 


WASHINGTON — Despite Syrian 
President Hafez Al-Asad's 1991 dec- 
laration of amnesty for some 3,500 
Syrians detained on security grounds, 
thousands of Syrians remain “in inde- 
finite political detention" according to 
a new report issued by Middle East 
Watch, a division of Human Rights 
Watch. 

The 61 page report, , Throwing 
Away the Key: Indefinite Political 
Detention in Syria, provides fresh 
evidence that despite the 1991 re- 
leases. approximately 3,800 political 
detainees continue to be detained in 
Syria without trial, and “some 2,000 
of their number are believed to h?”** 
no contact with the outride 
whatsoever,” the report states. 

The report which marks the thir- 
tieth anniversary of martial law in 
Syria, is based in part of research 
conducted in Jordan and Syria in July 
and August 1992 by an Orville Schell 
Fellow at Human Rights Watch, and 


on information, provided by recently 
released prisoners, families of current 
detainees, Syrian and Palestinian hu- 
man rights monitors, and lawyers 
representing defendants before the 
State Security Court. 

“Syria's prisons contain a veritable 
“Who's Who” of the nation's intellec- 
tual elite, including some 245 en- 
gineers, doctors, lawyers and writers 
— some of them prisoners of consci- 
ence — in detention without formal 
charges, on what are believed to be 
politically motivated grounds," Mid- 
dle East Watch stated in releasing the 
report. 

“The Syrian government continues 
to use a State of Emergency ordi- 
nance, signed into law 30 years ago 
'his December, as a vehicle to stifle 

rtf/* 

. 'c East Watch has urged the 
Syrian government to reinstate dvil 
and political rights suspended by the 
current state of emergency. 

The report documents patterns of 
arrest without warrants, torture, and 
giw of harassment and detention of 


family members who pursue informa- 
tion about disappeared relatives. It 
also lists the names Of detainees and 
their length of detention. 

Because of fear of retribution 
against themselves or their families, 
most former detainees requested that 
their names not be used. “Their feats 
appear reasonable: as recently as 
1989, Syrian agents reportedly carried 
out assassinations and assassination 
attempts of prominent dissidents 
abroad...Middle East Watch has re- 
spected those wishes,” the report 
said. 

Middle East Watch was established 
in 1989 to monitor and promote 
observance of internationally recog- 
nised human rights in the Middle East 
and North Africa. Its chair is Dr. 
Gary G. Sick, and adjunct professor 
of Middle East Politics and a fellow of 
die Research Institute or. Internation- 
al Change at Columbia University. 
Dr. Sick served on the National 
Security Council staff under presi- 
dents Gerald Ford, Jimmy Carter, 
and Ronald Reagan — USIA. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Bush administration has begun a 
diplomatic campaign to stop 
Western nations from selling mili- 
tarily useful technology to Iran, 
the Washington Post reported in 
its Tuesday editions. 

The campaign is aimed at in-, 
hibiting Iran’s ability to develop 
and produce both conventional 
armaments and weapons of mass 
destruction, including ballistic 
missOes. nuclear arms and germ 
weapons. 

The newspaper quoted uniden- 
tified U.S. officials as saying 
Tehran was now seeking such 
weapons of mass destruction. 

A team of three senior admi- 


nistration officials discussed the 
proposed effort to cut off militari- 
ly useful technology daring an 
un publicised trip last month to 
Britain, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan and the Netherlands, the 
newspaper said. 

“'Hie allied governments ex- 
pressed general support for new 
measures, but were undecided 
how and when the new export 
controls should be imposed," the 
paper said, citing a U.S. official. 

“i! was not met with over- 
whelming enthusiasm,’’, a diplor 
mat was quoted as saying about 
the effort, largely because of con- 
-cem about the potential cost of 
foregoing high-tech trade, with 


1 i Oil - 

State Department officials 
were not available for comfnent. 

The reported diplomatic initia- 
tive has not yet been disclosed to 
Congress, the paper said. It said 
it was the finrt ever to target 
global sales to a single Third 
World nation of "dual-use” tech- 
nology — technology that can be 
diverted from commercial use to 
military applications. 

Previous U.S. efforts to control 
the militarily useful exports of 
industrialised powers have been 
aimed at blocking sales to grou ps 
of .nations, such as the former 
Soviet Bloc or countries alleged 
to support terrorism. 


6 hurt iia Egypt extremist violence 


ASSIUT, Egypt (Agencies) — 
Six people were wounded in 
several attacks by Muslim ex- 
tremists using homemade bombs 
and knives in this southern pro-' 
vindal capital and a nearby town, 
police officers said Tuesday. 

They said security forces de- 
tained 79 suspected extremists 
after the incidents which occurred 
Monday in Assiut and Dai rut, 60 
kilometres to the north. Both are 
hotbeds of violence by extremists 
seeking to replace Egypt's secular 
government by a Muslim theocra- 
cy by force. 

The extremist attacks 
apparently were in retaliation for 
the death Sunday of a Muslim ‘ 
extremist'in a police raid north of 
Cairo. He was shot by police 
trying to arrest him for allegedly 
robbing and killing Christian 
jewelry shop owners. 

Assiut Gty, 200 miles (320kra) 
south of Cairo, was the centre of 
a failed Muslim extremist coup 
two days after militants assassin- 

2 U.S. 
senators 
urge more 
U.N. troops 
for Somalia 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Two senior U.S. senators have 
said more United Nations troops 
were needed in Somalia to pro- 
tect food and other supplies sent 
there by other nations to avert 
starvation. 

“I believe more armed security 
is needed,” said Senator Nancy 
Kassebaum, a Kansas Republican 
who recently visited Somalia. 

“I concur with my colleague," 
Senator Paul Simon, an Illinois 
Democrat, added at the news 
^conference where the two sena- 
tors were joined by actress-model 
Iman who was bom in Somalia. 

Sen. Simon said he and Senator 
Howard Metzenbanm, an Ohio 
Democrat, would leave for Soma- 
lia Wednesday to inspect the 
situation. 

Relief efforts in Somalia have 
been hampered by disputes 
among rival warlords and death 
threats to aid workers. The 500 
Pakistani U.N. troops sent to 
protect the operation are virtually 
confined to their barracks at the 
Mogadishu Airport. 

Iman showed a film she made 
with the British Broadcasting 
Corporation during a visit to her 
homeland showing the devasta- 
tion and famine since dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane was over- 
thrown in January, 1991 and 
fighting began between factions. . 

She urged stronger U.N. action 
against the warlords and looters 
keeping food and medicine from- 
the starving in her impoverished 
homeland. 

Iman questioned the purpose 
of the United Nations if it shirks 
involvement in a crisis or a war. 

As the only remaining super- 
power, the United States may 
have to act ;‘as a midwife" for a 
U.N. operation to create stability 
in Somalia, said Iman at the news 
conference in the U.S. Capitol 
complex. 


ated President Anwar Sadat at a 
military parade in Cairo in Octo- 
ber 1981. Extremists then tem- 
porarily occupied Assiut’s Secur- 
ity Headquarters and engaged 
police in running battles through- 
out the city. More than 80 peo- 
ple, mostly policemen, died. 

Monday’s trouble began when 
two Muslim militants hurled a 
Molotov cocktail at a police pat- 
rol at Dairut's sporting dub, 
wounding two bystanders, said 
the police officers who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Extremists congregating Mon- 
day night at A1 Rahraa Mosque in 
Assiut City, their favourite meet- 
ing place, claimed responsibility 
for the Dairut bombing. 

Dozens of extremists then took 
to the streets and threw Molotov 
cocktails at a police car and a 
shop owned by a Christian. Police 
opened fire, called in reinforce- 
ments and sealed .off the area. 
The reinforcements included 18 
armoured personnel carriers. 

In Cairo, a spokesman for the 


Interior Ministry issued a state- 
ment saying that security forces 
bad captured all the suspected 
extremists involved in the attacks 
in Assiut. 

Police imposed a curfe w m 
some five major streets in Assiut 
and the security forces were seen 
combing the streets. 

They also arrested ab out 70 
suspects with links to the extrem- 
ist group from Dairut, the secur- 
ity sources said. 

The upsurge of violence spread 
panic and fear among the resi- 
dents of Assiut — sconce of re- 
current clashes between govern- 
ment forces and militants. 

On Friday, a preacher in Assiut 
urged militants to wage a holy 
war and topple the government 
and replace it with an Islamic 
caliphate, saying violence was the 
only means. 

About 70 people have been 
killed in militant-related violence 
over the past year, including mili- 
tants, security members, passer- 
bys and a British woman. 


selling arms to Iraq 


LONDON (AP) — Three 
businessmen were acquitted 
Monday of selling arms- making 
equipment to Iraq. A senior trade 
official acknowledged during the 
trial that the government 
approved the exports in exchange 
for information on Iraq’s nuclear 
capability. 

The prosecution said the offi- 
cial’s testimony meant it no lon- 
ger had a case against Paul Hen- 
derson, 52, former managing 
director of Matrix Churchill 
corp., the Iraqi-owned company’s 
former sales director Peter Allen, 
46, and its former commercial 
director Trevor Abraham, 45. 

The men had been accused of 
deceiving government trade de- 
partment officials by claming the 
machine tools had peaceful pur- 
poses when they were specifically 
designed to make fuses for shells. 

The defendants claimed the 
government was aware of the use 
of the machinery and denied 
violating export agreements. Paul 
Henderson was quoted by the 
Financial Times Tuesday as saying 
be had worked for British intelli- 
gence in the former Soviet Bloc 
and Iraq for more than 15 years. 

The government had tried to 
prevent some 500 pages of secret 
documents from being used in the 
case, but Judge Brian Smedley 
ordered the government to re- 
lease them to the defence. 

Defence lawyers said the docu- 
ments set out a secret policy to 
promote British exports of 
defense-related equipment to 
Iraq. Their potential release gave 
the government another reason 
not to go further with the trial. 

The Labour Party called for an 
inquiry, saying Michael Hesel- 
tine, the trade and industry 
secretary “must now tell us how 
much the Department of Trade 
and Industry knew about weapon 
deals with President Saddam 
Hussein and why they connived 
at arms exports instead of con- 
trolling them." 

The Financial Times said the 
documents suggested that a num- 
ber of senior ministers in the 
government of Margaret Thatch- 


er. including Mrs. Thatcher herself, 
were briefed on this policy, and 
that the effort to arm Iraq con- 
tinued to within weeks of Bagh- 
dad’s invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

U.S. Congressional investiga- 
tors and former government offi- 
cials say the CIA in 1989 was 
monitoring Matrix Churchill, 
among other firms, and knew it 
was procuring military technolo- 
gy for Iraq. 

One of the defence lawyers, 
Geoffrey Robertson, said Oct. 29 
that the CIA would likely have 
received a 1987 British Intelli- 
gence document saying Iraq 
secretly was buying machinery for 
arms production from companies 
in Europe. 

In a statement Monday, Mr. 
Henderson said he felt “deceived 
by the government” for charging 
him ana then apparently expect- 
ing him “to go to prison without 
disclosing the truth.” 

He told reporters the govern- 
ment knew “from day one" that 
Iraq was “buying machine tools 
to manufacture military compo- 
nents.” 

Prosecutor Alan Moses said 
Monday that evidence given last 
week by former trade minister 
Alan Clark was “not consistent” 
with his earlier statements and 
the evidence no longer sustained 
the charges. 

Mr. Gark testified that be told 
Mr. Henderson and other 
machine tool manufacturers in 
early 1988 that be supported 
them and advised them to 
emphasise the peaceful use of the 
machines in applying for export- 
licenses. 

The former minister said it was 
"not a matter of concern” if the 
machines were used for conven- 
tional weapons — as long as they 
were not for nuclear, chemical or 
ballistic use. 

Mr. Gark testified that he be- 
lieved the interests of the West 
were served by continued fighting 
between Iran and Iraq, and that 
Iran was considered die enemy. 
The Iran-Iraq war ended in 1988. 
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f«gMc medial ^IfXNGTON (Petra) — Th; 
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dren and seven tP--L ' a5 - stinian refugees in 
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Tuesday. Can- ^^ J " on 194. 
aid 13 children, ^ Jordanian side will refuse 
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ad discharced c** t ' r,y **"“ lsr3cl hsd t3 

d 12. wer e „; s; it S3 as to be recognised by 
<*■ Asad said. 
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ijSfciS!?* 1 h2 !3 J d , 


in 
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dialogue '*i^? net wirt to return. “This 
between the wo J' 

i say this a ** 


point is expected to be the topic 
of a heated debate at the meet- 
ings tomorrow,” he said. 

Dr. Anani said that there were 
some countries which expressed 
their desire to highlight the re- 
solution, “but they believe that it 
should be discussed at the bilater- 
al level, since the bilateral talks 
tackle the basic political issues, 
while trie multilaterals deal with 
resolving the problem of refugees 
within a framework of interna- 
tional cooperation.” 

The head of the Jordanian de- 
legation underlined the Jordanian 
end Palestinian stands on the 
issue, saying the two sides, insist 
or. the presence of Israel st the 
v.orknig group’s meetings, which 
will give the group an important 
dimension and will give the Arab 
parties to the talks the chance to 
alarm their base stand on the 
right of refugees to return or 
receive compensation. 

He said the American side 
might minimise tire chances of 
dbcssssng Resolution 194 under 
the pretext that Israel might ab- 
stain from the talks. This might 
nckc Israel insist on its stand on 
rot attending the meetings, he 
said. 


Bglas , Hurd.'-Vp^liltSll Ijlll \ 

om the statement J; 

"ssJlF^ % : a — a 

tliOnea Since Turiis 
« 1974 after , ^ 


hour 


voisiiy 
siions 
system 


fiV in 3vo-a -iAJI (Petra) — Mutah Uni- 
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«Ja>. John V-. --Sy-^bing the freedoms of 

IF) in the '-^ht and judgement and stres- 

.ick had hiuYcSi'k* 8 . ™ cd *veIophig stu- 
rrevamptu- is i -a: as ““».«** we Pj* 

nue ^ nres s -c- V- :^8 legal education with a 
P! . 1 "• s’ 1- i’ n» *® creating a well-ediicated 

j northern :T. ^ a atSo11 ’ He caUed FacuIt y 
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cf Law stan to draw up percep- 
tions of the higher studies prog- 
ramme at the university. He 
pointed out that a special legal 
advisory committee will be 
formed at the university to in- 
volve children in making the stu- 
dents experience a success. 

He emphasised the importance 
cf student representation and giv- 
ing students the chance to express 
their opinions, and to their rights 
to vote and be elected in a free 
end democratic atmosphere. 

He also called for achieving a 
qualitative leap in the perform- 
ance of the Faculty of Law stu- 
dents. and stressed the need for 
enabling students of law to re- 
ceive practical training in the 
various courts. Dr. Bakhit 
emphasised the importance for 
the university of identifying the 
major disciplines which are 
needed so that scholars can«tndy 
such subjects. 


it for war me r- 
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sing winter season. Princess Sarvatfa also toured the ministry’s 
'■■■.ous departments and sections and was briefed on its services 


ro 


f 4 ? 8riti» a £ r r - r. Jncsss Sar/afo visits Minteby of Social Deroicp»i;ejti 

(Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath. 
Zli"' ‘"iliirperson erf the Young Women's Muslim Association, visited 
row gsr: -Rwft . • "^esjay uie Ministry of Social Development where she met with 
®? ' T . ^j.^.aai Development Minister Anrin Mashaqbeh. Princess Sarvath 

our tree :sn • • hissed with Mr. Mashaqbeh the ministry’s preparations for the 

IV BS VOU ■ - ; - ■ ' • ■■ nino wintpr <A.a«nn Frrrwrt Ssnnt), tA.,.4 «»._ — 

ad bcca«.»c 

whose -H projects. 

. The Br: — ■-i - 7 ' • * 

uiia Ai - : /afesnsf approves T^C programme 

1 is ducked s--- 

.WAN (Petra) — The Cabinet decided Tuesday in a meeting 
d under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
t Turkey rker to approve tbs Telecommunications Corporation (TCXT) 
estment programme for the years 1993-97. The programme 
remor - ; ils with the role of. comrounicatioas in the economic and social 

r&esdav rr.^rmr: j'i'velopament process and m attracting Arab and foreign capitals 
casnaitiC'- Ars::- 'Jordan. The programme indicates that there was a need to 
eh ir ihe'c't't 'of effr y out projects the connect telephone lines to about 180.000 
~ n S; - t , ^ .? ''-Kcribers during the defined perod, thus requiring the estaMisb- 

l*7 a ', V -op r.-^nt cf new -telephone operators and other facilities in the 

tjtana . nous, parts of the Kingdom. The Cabinet also approved the 

M -Ti) h " n r. 'L^rtidpation of a Jordanian delegation in die meetings of the 10th 
area ^ p-^on cf the Arab interior ministers council to be held in Tunis 

ie cst ^ r,ti ' T ‘ L *. 4-6. The Jordanian delegaticai win be headed by the Interior 
nister and will include as members the director of the Public 
* * , f^irsaf fl&ority Department (PSD), the secretary general of the interior 
eliing ns.-f nistry ana PSD assistant director for judicial police. 

denied Korean received st Psrliasnent 

fiier betwi 

ibassv in N'jtne> ‘■’ .dMAN (Petra) — Parliament Secretary General Saleh Ai 
n the N: .-’;; i ’bi received at Pariiasisat Tuesday North Korean Ambassador 

ratal A::;-rs h*." Jordan Gung Sok Ung and discussed with him parliamentary 
» statcnienV.^- - f **:®ons between Jordan and North Korea and ways of enhancing 

jad been str.- -*'* m ‘ 

tetiuns oi Sreq’s csdissral saler ©gr 
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»1MAN (Petra) — Iraqi writer Nasira AI Sa’doun delivered 
esday in Amman a lecture entitled “Iraq’s Cultiural Achieve- 
mt following the war.*' Ms. Sa’doun said for the Iraqis the Gulf 
r did not end. Site said foe technical solutions and creating 
wtitutes for .goods and products embargoed on Iraq by the 
tit ed Nations sanctions caused z cultural boom that challenged 
gresrion, destruction and sieges. Iraqi cultural creativity did not 
ise even during the besabardment and the wartime, she said, 
■-'e writer reviewed the effect of the war on the Iraqi literary and 
istic movement ' 
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tfMAN (J.T.) — A delegation r ep re se nting Jordanian private 
tor tourism agendes returned to Amman Tuesday after taking 
rt in the annual meeting of So$ Toms cfnb which concluded 
xntly in Cape Town, South Africa: The 14-member delegation 
it with the Mayor of Cape Town and briefed him on Jordan's 
ilisation, touristic places and culture. Tim delegation also 
rented token gifts to the South African president and beads of 
: delegations, Jordan war the only Arab country to participate 
the meeting. 
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rfMAN (Petra) -r- The Jordanian 
esday started , a week activities which indude offering free 
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tndicap^ed. Al . Amaf handicapped centre and a Swedish 
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Civil Service President AbdnM Ulayyn congratulates new 
graduates 


Changes in Civil 
Service announced 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Service Commission (CSC) Presi- 
dent Abdullah Ulayyan said the 
civil servants regulation has 
undergone 28 amendments, 
which have been submitted to the 
Cabinet for endorsement. The 
new amendments are designed 10 
facilitate procedures. 

Addressing the first batch of 
trainees, who successfully com- 
pleted requirements of the top 
management course which was 
organised by the Institute of Pub- 
lic Administration (IPA), Mr. 
Ulayyan said a set of amend- 
ments touching upon principles 
aftd concepts governing the dis- 
charge of public service jobs, and 
a proposal to cover public institu- 
tions staff by the Civil Servants 
regulation, will be made by the 


end of this year. 

He pointed out that the CSC 
has finalised an initial plan for 
training all government staff dur- 
ing the next four years. The plan 
gives priority in training to staff 
occupying the highest grades who 
will be the first to enrol in such 
training. 

The IPA Director Zuhair Al 
Kayed congratulated the gradu- 
ates on their graduation and 
praised their performance during 
training. One of the graduates 
paid tribute to the achievements 
made by the IPA in the area of 
developing the administrative 
cadre. At the end of the cere- 
mony, Mr. Ulayyan presented 
certificates to the 24 graduates, 
who are all occupying posts in the 
first grade category. 
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Premier discusses nuclear energy 
with atomic agency director 



AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
received at the Prime Ministry 
Tuesday Director General of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) Ham BJ« in the 

S resence of Energy and Mineral 
esources Minister Ali Abul- 
Ragheb. 

The meeting discussed ways of 
implementing resolutions by the 
general conference of IAEA 
seeking a Middle East free of 
nuclear -aims. 

Sharif Zeid said that Jordan 
s up ports. Ibis goal, as a member 
of the Treaty oo (he Noo-Protferaboe of 
Nuclear Weapons. The prime, 
minister affirmed that Jordan 
views nuclear energy scientifical- 
ly, in that it aims to establish 
projects that would supply cheap 
energy to agricultural, health, 
water and electricity. 

Mr. Blix expressed IAEA’s 
appreciation of Jordan's stand on 
the use of atomic energy and 
added that the agency wiU con- 
tinue its assistance programme 
and support for the establishment 
of a national nuclear centre, 
which includes physiotherapy and 
radiochemistry laboratories and 
help in training manpower. 

He said Jordan’s views on the 
uses of atomic energy conform to 
the international position aiming 
to protect the environment and 
have low-cost energy sources. 

Mr. Blix was also received 
Tuesday by Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber for an ex- 
change of views on nuclear pro- 


jects in the Middle East region 
and international treaties gov- 
erning the use of nuclear energy. 

The two reviewed dangers in- 
herent in the misuse of the nuc- 
lear energy in times of peace or 
war. The IAEA chief and Dr. 
Abu Jaber stressed the need to 
have a Middle East free of mass 
destruction weapons and the im- 
portance of this condition in the 
success of the Middle East peace 
process. 

The two sides agreed to hold 
educational seminars' and courses 
on nuclear energy and its dan- 
gers. 

Following the meeting. Mr. 
Blix said his visit to Jordan comes 
to affirm the need to have a 


Middle East free of mass destruc- 
tion weapons. “We are here to 
discuss with the Jordanian gov- 
ernment the way to carry out our 
difficult duty actively in the re- 
gion,” he said. 

Mr. Blix was also received by 
Mr. Abu! Ragheb who discussed 
with him ways of enhancing rela- 
tions between Jordan and IAEA 
in nuclear energy fields. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb thanked the 
agency for the technical and 
financial assistance it extended to 
the ministry to develop the minis- 
try’s uses of nuclear energy in 
peaceful fields. Director of the 
Ministry's Nuclear Energy De- 
partment Ali Mure reviewed at 
the meeting the development of 


Mineral Resources Ali Abul 


the uses of nuclear energy in 
Jordan since 1986 and the 
achievements that were accom- 
plished since then in medical, 
agricultural, pharmaceutical, in- 
dustrial, environmental and other 
fields. 

In 1988 Jordan has presented 
to the agency an integrated pro- 
ject to establish a national nuc- 
lear centre at a total cost of JD 5 
million to take five years to be 
carried oat. In 1991 the agency 
approved extending $400,000 for 
the establishment of the centre in 
1992/93. 

The ministry is now seeking to 
raise the agency's contribution to 
$600,000 annually for a period of 
five years. 


.ehabilitation project launched in Mafraq 


By Hisd-Lara Mango 
Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — 1,200 people in the 
Mafraq Gove mo rate suffer from 
severe physical and mental dis- 
abilities. This was the finding of a 
recent survey carried out by the 
Jordanian Swedish Medical Asso- 
ciation iu cooperation with the 
Ministry of Health. Tbe survey 
investigated What kind of disabili- 
ties the people of Mafraq suffered 
from, and the best means for the 
community to aid rehabilitation. 

Community based rehabilita- 
tion focuses on the community, 
and in particular the family in 
helping to cope with ail possible 
abnormalities. Rather than going 
to a specialist, members of the 
family are trained in dealing with 
different disabilities said Associa- 
tion member Dr. Bengt Lagerk- 
vist. This, be added, would 
economise on the medical costs 
which are incurred by going to 
’ specialists on a regular basis. 
Dr. Lagerkvist explained that 
as a pilot project, Mafraq was 
chosen because of its relatively 
small population of 150,000. Pro- 


fessionals in rehabilitation are 
very scarce in this rural area, and 
so Mafraq was found to be very 
suitable for die purposes of the 
survey, he said. 

The survey embodied ques- 
tions pertaining to disabilities 
such as lameness, blindness, deaf- 
ness. and mental retardation - 
Pediatrician Dr. Yngve Hofan- 
der, said that if a person in 
Mafraq answered yes to one of 
these disabilities then he or she 
was diagnosed by a specialist. 
The latter then verified the find- 
ings and suggested a structured 
rehabilitation programme. He 
said that “a mother, for example, 
could be trained to do a lot of the 
conventional rehabilitation which 
is now being done by institu- 
tions." He noted that modem 
rehabilitation calls on the com- 
niunity to help itself, so that 
much can be delegated to any 
family member. However, the 
role of professionals is not entire- 
ly neglected, since they need to 
supervise training until the indi- 
vidual is capable of catering to 
the needs of the disabled person. 
In turn, tbe trained individual 


could help others. 

From his personal experience 
through the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO), Dr. Hofvander 
found that this community based 
rehabilitation ’is a cheap, very 
efficient, and humane form of 
rehabilitation.* 

Both pediatricians agree that 
compared to other neighbouring 
countries, Jordan boasts a high 
rehabilitation standard. Dr. Hof- 
vander elaborated and said thqt 
perimetres used in measuring a 
country's ability to adopt this 
programme concern mortality 
rates, child mortality rate, 
Bliterca y, and the education of 
mothers. 

Dr. Hofvander added that sta- 
tistics indicated that Jordan 
scored low on all scales and this 
was directly related to the high 
standard of health services here. 

The idea for community based 
rehabilitation was introduced 
three years ago at the University 
of Jordan under the sponsorship 
of the Jordanian Swedish Asso- 
ciation. Dr. Lagerkvist believes 
that 70 per cent of all disabilities 


car. be treated by highly trained 
family members. At first, trained 
personel would have to visit in- 
volved families and teach them 
hew to best deal with their disabi- 
lities. Training would also entail 
cooperation among people work- 
ing in the fields of health, social 
integration, and education to 
maximise the efficiency of this 
programme. This, stressed Dr. 
Hofvander, is 2 time consuming 
process. For the family has to be 
first introduced to the concept 
and then trained in taking on 
considerable responsibility. 

It is hoped that within the 
coming months the pilot project 
in Mafraq will give positive re- 
sults which could then be trans- 
posed to other areas. This has 
been done in Vietnam, where Dr. 
Hofvander had the chance to be 
closely involved in a pilot prog- 
ramme there. Findings were 
feasible and this led to the in- 
tegration of the programme in all 
parts of the country. 

As for financial support. Dr. 
Lagerkvist said that a great deal is 
owed to His Royal Highness 
Prince Ra’ad. 


QAF to spend JD 1.2m 
on social projects 



I A royal decree was issued 

Monday, apporatiag AbcfuSah 

Tonqan. as srien t iff c advisor 

for Hb Majesty King Hassetai 

Germans 
donate 
wheelchairs 
to charities 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The German 
Charge d'Affaires in Amman 
Matthias Meyer handed over two 
wheelchairs and some medicines 
to UNRWA's office in the Baqa'a 
camp. Tbe goods are to be used 
in the Agency's Health Centre in > 
the camp. 

Two more wheelchairs bad 
been donated to the Al-Hussein 
Society for tbe Physically Hand- 
icapped in the presence of Prin- 
cess Majda, tbe chairwoman of 
the society. The wheelchairs and 
medicine are financed by tbe 
German Society for the Huma- 
nitarian Assistaqpe for the 
Palestinian people as a result of 
public fundraising in Germany. 

The German embassy as well 
as private organisations in Ger- 
many have been granting con- 
tinuous support to various orga- 
nisations helping and assisting the 
handicapped in Jordan. 


IRBID (Petra) — Queen Alia 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund 
(QAF) will cany oat a number of 
social development projects in 
Irlrfd Govern orate, at a total cost 
of JD 2,225,000. The new pro- 
jects, aimed at providing educa- 
tional and rehabilitation activities 
will provide 243 job opportunities 
for people from the governors te,. 
and will encourage Jordanian 
families to earn there income by 
themselves. The new centres will 
be implemented as of 1993, 
'according to Irbid Governor 
Fayez Al Abbadi, who is also 
Chairman of the Local Commit- 
tee for Princess Basma Social 
Services Centre. 


AMMAN — Seven people who 
were arrested on charges of trad- 
ing in cement on the black market 
at double the official prices are to 
be freed on bail according to 
Amman’s Governor, Issa Al 
Omari. 

“The arrest is only one part of 
the strict measures we intend to 
take against any such practices 
that would negatively influence 
the Jordanian economy,” said Al 
Omari. 

Fraudsters are allegedly to sell- 
ing cement at prices ranging from 
JD 50-70 for each tonne, while 
tbe official price is only JD 39, 
including transportation. 

“The company’s annual pro- 
duct excee^js that of the country's 
need,’’ said Hatem Halwani, 
president of the Jordanian Ce- 


The projects include the estab- 
lishment of Princess Basma Cen- 
tre for Soria! and Rural Develop- 
ment in Bani Kan an ah district, 
- which will be set np at a cost of 
JD 495,000 and a similar centre 
in Mandah in Taybeh sub-district, 
which will also cost JD 495.000. 
Another centre. Princess Basma 
Centre for Social and Rural De- 
velopment will be established in 
Khirbet Al Wahadneh in Ajloun 
district at a cost of JD 55,000. 

The fund will also set up two 
such centres, one in Lower 
Mukheibeb area, and the other in 
Irbid itself. The two centres will 
cost JD 7000 and JD 173,000 re- 
spectively. 


meat Factories Company 
(JCFC). JCFCs annual cement 
production is 3.5 million tonnes 
while the country’s need is only 
2.2 million tonnes, the surplus is 
exported. 

Tbe people's excessive demand 
on cement at present is due to the 
present boom in the construction 
industry and people’s desire of 
exploitation. “People seems to 
prefer to buy from the blade 
market if their needs do not 
exceed one or two toi.nes rather 
than *aking all the way tiro ugh to 
the company for this p repose.” 
said Mr. Halwani. “For them, 
five or ten dinars would not make 
a difference.” 

However, the JCFC in coop-- 
e ration with the concerned au-. 
thorities intends “to tighten the 
belts on these monopolisers in 
order to prevent any such prac- 
tices in the future.” 


‘Jordan’s theatre 
as flourishing’ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe political 
situation in the Arab region has 
re-activated the theatrical move- 
ment in Jordan over the past 
couple of years, according to 
Head of the Jordanian Artists 
League Mohammad Al Abbadi. 

Mr. Abbadi said problems fac- 
ing television production in Jor- 
dan has caused artists to work in 
theatrical production as a substi- 
tute for television programmes. 
Jordanian Television program- 
mes are presently being boycot- 
ted by Gulf Arab states for what 
they viewed as a pro-Iraqi Jorda- 
nian stance during the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Abbadi expressed hope 
thar the flourishing theatrical 
activities in Jordan will not be 
affected when Jordanian televi- 
sion productions go back to nor- 
ma] in the future. He said that tbe 
league is planning to present well- 
studied drama works, asserting 
that theatre was not only a re- 
creational means and that it has a 
message to convey to the people. 

He said there were plans to 
convert the league into an asso- 
ciation. adding that the Jordanian 
artists association draft law was 
discussed at the legislative bureau 
and was expected to be sent to 
the Lower House of Parliament 
for discussion and approval. 

This draft law, he said, meets 
the aspirations of the league 
members and guarantees their 
rights and protects their interests. 
He added the league, which gets 
its finance from members' sub- 
scriptions and assistance from the 
Ministry of Culture, supports its 
members in preparing and show- 
ing theatrical works. 

Mr. Abbadi called on Jorda- 
nian institutions and establish- 
ments to extend the needed sup- 
port for the league to develop the 
artistic movement in the King- 
dom. 

The league which was estab- 
lished 15 years ago enjoys the 
membership of 300 Jordanian 
artists. 


Save water... even j drop counlJ. 


Cement fraudsters released on ball 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


Posts corporation creates 
mew training department 


AQABA (Petra) — The Ports 
Corporation has created a new 
department for staff training and 
development. The new depart- 
ment, which was created in im- 
plementation , of the prime minis- 
ter's directives on administrative 
reform, aims at developing stu- 
dies. planning, statistics training 
and scholarships, as well as 
marine trade. 

Director of the newly created 
department, Ibrahim Al Tayyan 
said in view of the corporation's 
expansion, their has been a dire 
need for creating such a depart- 
ment. which ^yill undertake field 
studies on production criteria and 
assessment of performance, with 
a view to enhancing productivity 
and upgrading performance. The 
department will also undertake 


studies on projects and proposals 
to develop the port's services and 
installations, analyse production 
and statistical figures on tbe 
port's activities and compiling 
them in statistical tables, Mr. 
Tayyan said. 

One of the duties of the depart- 
ment is also to survey tariff and 
pricing policies applicable in re- 
gional and international ports, 
Mr. Tayyan said. 

He pointed out that the depart- 
ment will also make suggestions 
about developing national mari- 
time law to ensure that it keeps 
abreast with the developments -in 
international maritime trade. Mr. 
Tayyan pointed out that his de- 
partment includes four sections: 
Training and scholarships, resear- 
che and studies, statistics' and 
computer monitoring. 


Needy families in Karak 
receive JD 500,000 aid 


KARAK (Petra) — The Karak 
Social Development Department 
is extending JD 500,000 in assist- 
ance to 1,903 needy families in Al 
Karak Govemorate and Al Qasr 
and Al Mazar districts. Depart- 
ment Director Adnan Daoudiyeh 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Daoudiyeh said 200 new 
families were added this year to 
die list of needy families benefit- 
ting from die department’s assist- 
ance while 322 cases are currently 
under study. 

He said the department has 
extended JD 300,000 to 200 fami- 
lies to help them start their own 
income generating projects, and 
577 medical insurance cards were 
presented to needy families free 
of charge. The department, he 
said, is currently preparing to 
open a centre for the deaf in the 
govemorate to accommodate 60 
deaf persons, noting that four 


educational courses were held for 
mothers of disabled persons. 

Mr. Daoudiyeh said the de- 
partment is supervising 12 nurser- 
ies and kindergartens and 39 
voluntary societies which offer 
services for children. 

In special education fields, the 
department’s Society for the Dis- 
abled is offering educational and 
training services to 83 cases, 
while 26 cases are benefitting 
from services offered by the de- 
partment's Cerebral Palsy Cen- 
tre, Mr. Daoudiyeh said. 

He added that the focal com- 
munity development centre in Ai 
Hamaideh village offers educa- 
tional, health and social services 
to citizens. 

One hundred trainees are en- 
rolled in courses on dress- 
making, tricot, typing and mak- 
ing artificial flowers at the cen- 
tre, he said. 



AMMAN (Petra) — A civil avia- 
tion delegation, headed by Civil 
Aviation Authority President 
Ahmad Juweiber returned home 
Tuesday at the end of an official 
visit to China, where he held talks 
with Chinese officials on bilateral 
cooperation in the field of air 
transport. 

In a statement to tbe Jordanian 
News Agency, Mr. Juweiber said 
he initialled an agreement with 


Je Civil Aviation Authorities in 
Peking. Under the agreement, 
the Royal Jordanian can fly three 
regular weekly flights to Peking 
without any restrictions on types 
of aircrafts used or their seating 
capacity. Mr. Juweiber said the 
agreement heralds the beginning 
of a process designed to enhance 
scopes of cooperation, and bols- 
ter economic and trade ties with 
China. 


Fhe Director and staff of USIS in Amnssa 
extend sincere condolences to their colleague 
Esaa on the tragic loss of her beloved 


father 

Juhran Naji Esau. 

Me y God rest his soul in peace R.I.P. 
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leadership 


THE VERDICT banded down Tuesday in the 
Shabab A! Nafeer A1 Islam! case in which deputies 
Leith Shbeilat and Yacoub Qarrash and two 
others were found guilty of piotting to undermine 
the security of the country may have ended the 
trial. In no way, however, can it end the debate on 
this unprecedented case in the history of Jordan. 

Two prominent issues dominated the six-week 
trial: One is the trial at a military state security 
court at a time when there is no state emergency; 
the other is the fact that under the existing law 
governing the State Security Court, there is no 
judicial appeal against the court’s verdicts. 

It is true that the existing 1959 State Security 
Law is still in the country’s books because the new 
law on the same subject has yet to be formalised 
and adopted. But tins is not enough reason to 
..resort to it since the decision to amend it has been 
ifhken and the mechanics to do just that were 
^indeed in the pipeline. This is no reflection on the 
jjteribrmance of the state security courts them- 
selves since they do in fact play an important 
T&netion in the country, especially when there is a 
Ii^iiate of emergency necessitating their exist- 
ence :suad function. By and large, both the court 
decorum and the composition of the military 
t-h&acffies are adequate and satisfactory. 

ph* this is not the issue here. The issue remains 
Twat the present legislation on the subject was 
ttiuftd lacking and efforts were being taken to 
jye&afiy its shortcomings. Under the circumstances 
;the1aw on the State Security Court system could 
treated as “frozen” for the time being until 
new law replaces ifi. 


The second flaw is even more serious. As long as 
court decisions — especially on serious criminal 
matters — are not appealable, then a basic 
condition for fair trial is effectively denied. The 
right to appeal is a deeply enshrined principle in 
. practically all domestic and international laws 
involving trials that entail the application of 
severe sentences. 

Under the circumstances of the 'case, the 
. existing law gives the prime minister the power of 
a court of appeals and he may still wish to perform 
that difficult task. 

The prime minister can call on eminent jurists 
for the purpose of reviewing the case. He then can 
act as the final arbiter. 

We are not in a position to pass judgement on 
the verdict or to question the integrity of the 
court. Our leadership has always given its people 
ample reason to have faith in its fairness and 
political farsight. There is no reason for us to 
doubt that this time around. 


AKASHC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


UNDER THE headline. “True peace not fragile truce,” A! Ra’i 
Arabic daily said in an editorial Tuesday that the Arab and Israeli 
negotiators resumed their talks in Washington Monday in search 
of a just peace that will lead to security and stability in die region. 
Israel, however, said A! Ra'i, is under the illusion that peace can 
be achieved according to terms dictated by -the Arabs' weakness 
and its military superiority, said the paper. Despite that, added 
the paper, the Arabs continue to go to the talks emphasising their 
willingness and determination to make them successful. The 
Arabs, said the paper, have followed international legitimacy to 
convince Israel of their willingness and their determination and 
convince the United States that they are serious in their pursuit of 
peace. Few in Israel realise the danger of assuming that the terms 
of peace in the area could be determined by the Arabs' weakness, 
Israel’s strength and the fact that the Arabs have no powerful 
allies while they have the political, military and economic support 
of Washington, said the paper. Such peace cannot last, said the 
paper. It is a fragile truce that does not provide justice and 
security, said the paper, adding that the parties which conclude 
such peace will try to violate it. The paper said that the Israelis 
who hold this view are disregarding the fact that military and 
political realities can change as it is possible that the Arabs build 
military arsenals equal to. if not stronger than Israel’s. 


ISRAEL IS wrong to assume that the realities created by the Gulf 
war could constitute the grounds for a political settlement even 
though the peace negotiations were based upon them, said At 
Ra’i. Israel, the United States and the international community 
are required to search for a just peace, through the ongoing peace 
negotiations or any other venue. Arabs are following the talks and 
keeping their eyes on the suffering of the Iraqi children to see if 
there are any double standards in implementing the international 
legitimacy. In accordance with their conclusion, they will decide 
whether the peace negotiations are more than talk of empty, 
distant dreams. 


Economic Forum 



is coming 


back 








DURING THE last 12 months, I have been to Lebanon five time» 
in the course of which I spent around 40 days in that war-ravaged 
yet still beautiful country. Those were not days of holidaying but 
mainly of listening, observing and studying. My firm impression is 
that Lebanon is coming back to what it used to be before its 
16-year dvil war. I wanted to state this a long time before Mr. - 
Rafik Al-fiariri took over as prime minister but the world 
monetary events stole the scene. 

To start with, all the Lebanese factions have become so weary 
of war, destruction and the concomitant suffering to the extent 
that they not only refuse to start it again but also cannot take any 
more war suffering, even if some of them, for whatever reasons, 
wanted to go to the war career again. The Lebanese have been 
too tamed to resume hostilities even if they are invited to do so by 
their political chieftains. 

Economic activity depends on expectations no less than any 
other, factor. Positive expectations, which started weak and 
hesitant some time after the summer of 1991, have gathered 
momentum ever since as internal stability and security took hold. 
Nothing attests to the thriving positive expectations nowadays 
more than the construction boom which has pul firm roots in 
Beirut. It is not only that the prices of building land have rocketed 
up during the last 12 months, whereby the price of one dunum 
(1000 square metres) has reached the height of $2-4 million in 
certain locations m Western Beirut, but also high rise buildings 
are springing up in various parts of the capital and its suburbs. 


Apartments in one high-rise braiding are being offered for sale at 
$1.5 million each and at $0.5 million in another. Rec onstru ction 
of buddings, badly damaged in the civil war, is widespread. In 
developing countries like Jordan and Lebanon, the construction 
boom heralds the emergence out of recessions and/or the onset of 
recoveries better than any other indicators. 

“Resilient” is an economic characteristic that applies to the 
Lebanese economy not less, if not more, than any other economy. 
With the present tranquility in the internal security stage, all that 
the Lebanese economy . needs to spring back into full vigour is a 
satisfactory arrangement of the political Syrian-Lebanese connec- 
tion. If this political relationship is well settled, it will be the 
take-off signal for various economic forces, particularly the 
Lebanese capital which emigrated throughout the lengthy era of 
the civil war, and which is rumoured to be anything from $9-30 
billion. . . * 

The improvement in the economic and political conditions of 
Lebanon and the brightening of the economic outlook have 
naturally been reflected on the standing of the Lebanese lira. 
Some people in Jordan, the Gulf states and Lebanon itself have 
started to invest in the Lebanese currency. That is legitimate and 
rational. But some investors are drawing wild conclusions, 
especially when they envisage a situation where the lira will 
improve dramatically against the dollar to approach anything like 
its very old exchange rate or even its rate at the outset of 1992, 
when it stood at approximately 900 liras for the dollar. That is not 
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The arrival of Mr. Hariri has hastened the process pfecoaei 
take-off in Lebanon but did not create it in the fist 
Already, the Lebanese economy bad been poised for a r " 
will do t hat unbelatedly. 




Freedom and tolerance 


By Seymour Martin Lipset 


Vi 


Democracy requires the legitima- 
tion of two astonishing be- 
haviours — the willingness of 
leaders, elites and m asset to 
accept the right of those who 
disagree with their truth to put 
forth contradictory views freely 
and widely; and fie acceptance 
by people in positions of power to 
turn over office, with all its per- 
quisites of privilege, status and 
power, to those who defeat them 
in the competitive electoral strug- 
gle for votes. Citizens of stable 
democracies take these practices 
for granted, but those in almost 
all other nations do not. In any 
case, for all of human history 
prior to the 19th century, auto- 
cracies. usually absolute monar- 
chies. governed and subjects 
were not allowed to organise and 
speak up against the dominant 
elites. 

Religion and state were allied, 
and both assumed there was only 
one truth: that which they be- 
lieved and voiced. Opposition 
and criticism were defined as 
heresy in religious terms and lese 
majeste in secular ones. And 
"believers in heretical dissenting 
sects or opponents of the monar- 
chy, also did not advocate toler- 
ance. Rather, the reformers were 
sure that their religious oppo- 
nents were advocates of evil Sata- 
nic doctrines to be eliminated 
once the dissenters gained power. 
The secular rebels generally 
assumed that the monarchy had 
violated its compact with the na- 
tion, had been behaving immoral- 
ly. and should be replaced by a 
new autocracy. 

Tolerance of false doctrine , the 
right to organise against the in- 
terests of the governing dasses, 
and the refusal to inhibit or sup- 
press opposition are not “nor- 
mal” behaviours, judged against 
both the historical record and the 
logic that all people seek to en- 
hance their interests or other 
values. The obvious and logical 
self-interested thing to do is to 
prevent others from imposing 
their will, their opinions, on you. 

Yet, the willingness to accept 
the right of opponents to voice 
their beliefs, to advocate contrary 
policy, to accommodate soda! 
and cultural differences in gener- 
al, must be legitimised and insti- 
tutionalised in order to have a 
free sodety. Without tolerance, 
political opponents become ene- 
mies to be conquered and elimin- 
ated and competition among 
groups becomes a kind of war- 
fare. If conflict is to be managed 
effectively, opposing camps must 
be willing to compromise. This 
involves not simply recognition of 
the opposition's right to hold its 
views and campaign for them, but 
also some degree of moderation 
in political positions and partisan 
identifications. Optimally, it re- 


quires the belief that no one can 
be certain he has the truth, that 
the conflict among freely express- 
ed opposing opinions is more 
likely in the long run, if not the 
short, to produce the optimum 
result for sodety. 

Fundamentalists, believers in 
the true faith, are a small minor- 
ity in most of the developed and 
urbanised societies. In the West, 
most Christians and Jews lack the 
certainty their ancestors had. 
Secular faiths like communism, 
which have engaged in severe 
repression of different views, 
have not only lost their power to 
attract new believers, but to re- 
late to the dominant strata in 
some of their own countries as 
well. 

Groups not only defend their 
values, they also seek to foster 
their interests against others. If 
they hold power, wealth or sta- 
tus, they will not willingly or 
easily give them up. They also 
inherently resist accepting the 
rights of other interests to under- 
mine their right to privilege and 
office. They see in advocacy of 
transfer payments or power to the 
out groups support for immoral- 
ity. And the more closely the 
sources of privilege are concen- 
trated in the polity, the harder it 
is, to institutionalise freedom of 
speech and democracy, since the 
political struggle must approach a 
zero sum game in which the 
defeated lose all. Hence, the 
more important the central state 
is as a source of prestige and 
advantage, the less likely that 
those in power, as well as the 
forces of opposition, trill accept 
rules of the political game that 
institutionalise conflict and in- 
evitably result in a turnover in 
office. 

Few groups in history have 
ever voluntarily espoused civil 
liberties and freedom for those 
who advocate measures they con- 
sider despicable or dangerous. 
Religious freedom emerged in 
fie western world only after the 
contending powers, the different 
Christian churches, found them- 
selves unable to eliminate their 
rivals without destroying the en- 
tire sodety. In the course of fie 
struggle itself, many lost faith and 
interest in religion and conse- 
quently in the desire to suppress 
dissent. Similarly, the right of 
political free speech developed in 
the context of efforts to change 
the internal power structure of 
nations. Although the French re- 
volutionaries denounced the 
Bourbon monarchy for repressing 
freedom, the new republic soon 
turned tyrannical, instituted a 
reign of terror, suppressing not 
only monarchists, but republicans 
as well, and soon became a dicta- 
torship. It took a number of 
subsequent revolutions and coups 


and almost 100 years before 
France de\ eloped a democratic 
republic, operating under the rule 
of law, that lasted. 

The American revolution was 
more successful in institutionalis- 
ing fie right to dissent. Many of 
its leaders had a strong fear of 
state power and believed office- 
holders would, if they could, try 
to use the state to suppress 
opposition. Their first pre-1789 
constitution, the Articles of Con- 
federation, did not even provide 
for an executive agency, a presi- 
dent or a cabinet. It failed, but 
fie second and enduring one, 
drawn up in 1789, required the 
addition of a very explicit Bill of 
Rights in order to be ratified. The 
new charter called for freedom of 
speech, press and assembly, the 
separation of church and state, 
and for the right of citizens to 
keep and bear arms, as well as 
restrictions on the states' rights to 


“Without tolerance, 
political opponents be- 
come enemies to be con- 
quered and e limina ted 
and competition among 
groups becomes a kind of 
warfare. If conflict is to 
be managed effectively, 
opposing camps most be 
willing to compromise. 
This involves not simply 
recognition of the opposi- 
tion’s right to hold its 
views and campaign for 
them, bot also some de- 
gree of moderation in 
political positions and 
partisan identifications.” 


arrest, try and convict people 
without due process of law. Yet 
these provisions did not prevent 
the first governing party, the 
Federalists, from enacting the 
Alien and Sedition Acts in fie 
Jate 1790s to try to undermine 
their opposition — or their suc- 
cessors from also seeking to rep- 
ress opposition and criticism. 
(Because of popular opposition 
to these acts, they were repealed 
a few years later). 

A number of factors influence 
the acceptance of free speech and 
opposition rights. These indude a 
redaction in the interests of the 
governors to control all sources of 
political power, and the emerg- 
ence of those who place a positive 
value on freedom. The first im- 
plies that the chances for demo- 
cratic freedom are greatest 
where, as in the early United 
States and to a lesser degree in 
other western nations, the in- 
teraction between the polity and 
the economy, and between status 


and politics are limited. In the 
United States, the central state 
was not a major source of pri- 
vilege for the fist half century or 
more. The national capital, 
Washington, was a provincial 
small town and unattractive. It 
did not become a major popula- 
tion, cultural or economic centre 
for many decades. There were a 
number of more important and 
interesting American cities, so 
elites did not want to work or five 
there. Most representatives to 
Congress did not serve more than 
four years, refusing to run for 
reelection. A largely self- 
employed rural population 
formed the majority, and these 
fanners also had little interest in 
dominating politics. 

In northern Europe , conflict 
between fie urban bourgeoisie, 
who had an interest in a weak 
state, and the rural-based aris- 
tocracy and the monarchy re- 
sulted over fine in the comprom- 
ise of a freer polity in which the 
monarchy and aristocracy re- 
tained their status, while their 
opponents secured ai^Jncrcasing 
share of political power under 
institutionalised rules guaran- 
teeing the right of opposition. 

Class politics emerged in 
Europe in fie context of the 
working class struggle for full 
suffrage and/or trade union 
rights. The privilege strata re- 
sisted, but gradually gave in, as 
both the dominant groups, the 
more aristocracy-linked Con- 
servatives and the bourgeois 
Liberals, sought working class 
and peasant support against each 
other. 

Yielding democratic rights has 
often proved to be a better way to 
maintain privilege than resisting 
them, although it is difficult to get 
old dominant strata to recognise 
this. Where fie upper class re- 
fused to yield, as in Tsarist Rus- 
sia, the workers and peasants 
backed revolutionary intransigent 
movements. Prior to World War 
I. fie German Social Democrats 
varied in ideology within fie 
empire in tandem wifi the restric- 
tions on democracy in fie diffe- 
rent principalities. The party was 
much more radical in fie least 
democratic Kingdom of Prussia 
than in the western ones which 
tried to follow the political exam- 
ple of the more democratic west- 
ern and northern countries. Simi- 
larly, where the bourgeoisie re- 
sisted trade union rights. Labour 
organisations were revolutionary. 
Where unions were allowed to 
function more freely, accepted as 
partners in collective bargaining 
as in much of northern Europe, 
they were moderate. 

As noted, the 19th-century 
bourgeoisie had an interest in a 
weak state, in undermining fie 
autocratic power of fie alliance 


among monarchy, church and 
a r is tocracy, wifi its emphasis bn 
more centralist, state regulatory, 
economic policies. They there- 
fore welcomed political freedom 
and democracy as functional for 
their economic interests. (In the 
20th century, with fie rise of the 
working class as a political force 
and socialism as an alternative, 
many bourgeois dements in cen- 
tral and southern Europe turned 
against democratic freedoms as 
potentially destructive of their 
position). 

More recently, fie emergence 
of a large stratum of educated 
professionals, the intelligentsia, 
has resulted in a new class who 
have a self-interest in freedom. 
Their education, their vocational 
and a vocational interests, benefit 
from fie ability to know what is 
freely written everywhere, to ex- 
press their own ideas and to 
innovate. They have partaken of 
the university environment wifi 
its emphasis on umversaJism, on. 
judging knowledge and informa- 
tion functionally as true or false, ' 
useful or not, rather than by 
reference to the characteristics of 
statuses of those who enunciate 
them. The intelligentsia are a 
force for openness and freedom. 

Freedom is a condition for the 
advancement of knowledge, and 
for economic development as 
well. The recognition by fie 
Soviet leadership fiat a major 
reason for the economic back- 
wardness of their country- has 
been the dictatorship. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, himself, had called 
attention on different occasions 
to the liabilities inherent in a 
one-party system. He notes that, 
in the past, corrupt and unpro- 
ductive behaviour could continue 
without fear of exposure. Things 
could get worse and no one at tire 
top would know. Opposition 
groups, as Gorbachev noted, 
sought to expose such activities. 

Inherent in aD democratic sys- 
tems is the constant threat that 
group conflicts may solidify to fie 
point where they threaten to dis- 
integrate fie polity. Hence, as 
noted, conditions which moder- 
ate fie intensity of potential 
struggle contribute to the mainte- 
nance of freedom. Multiple, and 
politically inconsistent affilia- 
tions, loyalties and stimuli reduce 
the emotion and aggressiveness 
involved in political choice. 
Where a person has a variety of 
statuses or group affiliations that 
all dispose him or her in the same 
political direction, he or she is 
less likely to be tolerant of other 
opinions. 

The chances for stable demo- 
cracy are enhanced to fie extent 
fiat groups and individuals have 
a number of cross-cutting, politi- 
cally relevant affiliations. If a 
significant proportion of the 
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Anti-racism march reflects German frustration 
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By Tom Heneghan 
Reuter 


BONN — Both the mass turnout 
at Berlin's anti-racism march and 
the embarrassing violence which 
marred it reflect a deep frustra- 
tion in Germany with the failure 
of politicians to tackle immigra- 
tion and racist attacks. 

The public concern, which 
opinion polls say has reached new 
highs, has mounted over recent 
months as Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's government seemed un- 
willing or unable to counter a 
wave of brutal racist attacks 
against foreign asylum-seekers 
here. 

Many among the “silent major- 
ity" seem to want tough action 
against neo-Nazi rioters, who 
frighten them and evoke the 

embarrassing past, and also 
against the thousands of un- 
wanted immigrants pouring into 


Germany every week, surveys 
show. 

But the parties, beset by weak 
and disoriented leadership, have 
spent much of the time since 
German unification in 1990 lock- 
ed in bitter ping-pong rounds of 
charge and counter-charge. 

"The way we politicians have 
been talking over the past few 
weeks has contributed to this 
polarisation.” said Berlin's Jus- 
tice Senator Jutta Limbach after 
the anti-racism march. 

“The country is in the grip of 
artificial scare-mongering." 
argued Joachim Gauck. a former 
East German dissident who over- 
sees archives of the hated Stasi, 
the old security police. 

“This party-political trench 
warfare is out of date." 

This sterile debate hit a low last 
month when Mr. Kohl warned 

Germany faced a “state of 
emergency” and threatened to 
force through tough asylum laws 


over the opposition's heads. 

The two steps Bonn has taken 
to stem the tide — agreeing last 
year to set up “collection cen- 
tres” for quick processing and a 
deal wifi Bucharest to deport 
Romanians refused asylum — 
have both been criticised for 
being too much like Nazi 
methods. 


The collection camps idea got 
lost in bureaucratic infighting. 
The deportation plan, which has 
turned i-t»- to be sensitive because 
many of fie deported will be 
gypsies, has got off to a slow 
stan. 


Veteran polster Elisabeth 
NoeKe-Neumann said the Berlin 
march reflected a widespread 
anxiety with political trends. 

“Almost 90 per cent said in our 
last survey in late October that 
they had reason to be alarmed,” 
she told Cologne’s Express news- 
paper. “The level has not been as 


high u half a century, it normally 
stands around 40 per cent.” 

The Berlin march attracted 
more than 350,000 mostly peace- 
ful protesters, three to four times 
as many as expected and a dear 
sign of public concern about the 
racist violence. 

Led by its sponsor. President 
Richard von Weizsaecker, many 
politicians eventually decided to 

join the march ■ — although with 
varying degrees of enthusiasm — 
while Kohl’s Bavarian allies 
boycotted it a$ “window-dres- 
sing.” 

The 300 or so anarchists who 
upset the final rally won no ap- 
plause for the eggs, rocks and 
paint bags they threw, forcing the 
president to read out his appeal 
for tolerance from behind a pha- 
ianx of shielded police and 
umbrellas held by aides. 

But the Charge they chanted — 
hypocrites hypocrites” — re- 
flected a far more widespread 


view, one that came across on 
many critical banners held up by 
peaceful demonstrators. 
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Many opposition Social Demo- 
oats (SPD) consider Mr. Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU) 
hypocritical for insisting Ger- 
many is open to foreigners but 
trying to choke off fie immigra- 
tion flow by tightening Bonn's 
liberal asylum law. 

They accuse the CDU of allow- 
ing the tension to mount as the 
number of asylum-seekers rises 
from 256,000 in 1991 to a prob- 
able 500,000 this year. 
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A^ strong SPD minority, 
arguing fie liberal law is Ger- 
many's moral debt to its Nazi 
P^t, stubbornly refuses to con- 
sider any change despite the nris- 
»»e of the system by 95 per cent 
of applicants who are eventually 
refused asylum. * 

rhlTJi lcft 1135 «*«med too long 
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N. troops control 
ogadishu airport 


s neither aoviLhi ®I (R) — Aimed U.N. 
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tbe Israeli-occupied terri- 

Mr. Arafat welcomed Mr. 
's election and urged him 
■k towards “a just and 
hensive peace” in the re- 


armed people — ocher than U.N. 
troops — within the airport," said 
Ian Madeod of the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fond (UN- 
ICEF). 

Hie deployment of the troops, 
some of whom first arrived in the 
country in mid-September with 
orders to protect food from loot- 
ing gunmen, was delayed follow- 
ing threats by Mogadishu war- 
lords who control the bombed- 
out capital. 

“This is good news... they 
(the troops) were beginning to 
get really fed up. They had a job 


Clinton, Bush 


Palestinian state with A1 Quds its 
capital.” 

Mr. Arafat also urged all 
Palestinian factions to try to end a 
sharp rift over the peace talks 
with Israel. 

“I appeal to all Palestinian 
national forces in a responsible 
and brotherly way to adopt 
national dialogue as the only way 
to rationalise and strengthen their 
relations,” be said. 

In a direct attack on Iran and 
the Gulf countries for their 
alleged support for Islamic fan- 
strongly hope that the damentalists opposing the peace 
population ; s n «*. taiinistnition will provide talks, Mr. Arafat said the Palesti- 
flictine forr* ■ ^fccessary momentum in mans wfll not tolerate attempts to 
have an irr*- ^ 8151 ac * , ieve a just and com- eodenmne the PLO’s role as the 
"r :esi “hive peace which will take “sole and legitimate representa- 
<> . 0 P°hbnsideratiO!i the political tive of all Palestinians.' 1 

’ P^surcd tional rights of our people “Signs have emerged that some 
, ua :> £l *° ^xdance with international are trying to push our revolution 
‘^ e Mr. Arafat said. into the furnace of foreign bege- 

w also hope be will open a mony. Whether Arab cm- Persian, 

charac:er ist apter and resume the dia- this wfll help the enemy next door 
stable west-rn deraenth the PLO,” Mr. Arafat to shake our bastion and pull the 
rad o, the 2 1 jib 2 - the nine-page statement earth from beneath us, God for- 
-tp°Y are sr s poHptfced to the Palestinian peo- bid,” Mr. Arafat warned. 

that *s. there b Washington broke off 16 in the past, Mr. Arafat has 
difference c-enseeri of talks with the PLO accused Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
-tic left arj r.di:. i military faction attacked other unnamed Gulf Arab coun- 
-,SOwaccep: •AifoeB beach in 1990. tries of financing the Islamic Re- 

teft is some « hai iti^ 1 Mr. Qmton was elected sistance Movement opposed to 
toeconoR’i: rciuiantf. Mr. A rafat has made the peace talks, which the PLO 
-is deriroti? rsdast appeals for him to con- supports, 
the welfai; American effort in the The movement, known as 

difference:: legotiations. Hamas, claims widespread snp- 

Reprc<ii r :i: ^ m : s statement, Mr. Arafat port among Palestinians. Its lead- 
sfrnta are ~.c- -y-n pwed that the uprising will ers have vowed to defeat the 
enrihg groc> -jiraiR* ‘TStatsri* flags negotiations, which they regard 
dub. The ^ • «moo r ***e mosques, churches as a sellout, 
the incrrjvr.vTcfifi^ of M *ko opposes the peace 

and the !esi uprising, which he talks. The Saudis have backed the 

•bt' u.' M- -* as “a stormy popular talks but have been at odds with 
has been scr end "ben Mr. Arafat since his support for 
“ o^d wtOL eyb - Iraq after its^invasioo of Kuw«t 

In the divisicr ot i Dt ot an “■ A °g ml P*>- 

Arab negotiators issue warning 

In die Third «Vor: 

lions made -.i or -ntiwwd from page 1) recess, 
freedom jr.d t* ■ feaeb officials said Jordanl 

Amine the 1 ^ 5 ." asxea lor some mmor c*ann 

■ ... iV.-V; n°w no need to wait until tioes," . Jordan’s chief negotia 
and/or - ".r c-V^ 20th (U.S. inougura- Abdul Salam Majali said sk 

3 " t° continue our peace- were very dose and there were 

effort, in » terSm rani problems, 
ttnanynv. . pe.. ,, spokesman That accord, expected to 

than m the m.w-»i- 3iL finalised in the next few days, v 

for the :ns -- .“'^•tinian spokeswoman tte first substantive step in any 
tolerance anu ls ■> Ashrawi agreed, saying the negotiations, 
questionable Ba&h ^ ^ Cfinton In IsrAeh-Syrian talks, dip 

ities warn * 7tfe ^.ie necessary adnevement mats said the outlines of a sew 
vileged wan 5 . = u ' J ; 'rthing before inauguration point document of shared prin 
living then, (Mr. Cluiton) pies were beguming to enter] 

can be stabi.:.^ inherit a s u ccessful ventnre But there was still no agree m< 
-ditions remain' a floundering one.” on Syria’s demand for a to 
the former L-om^the time being, the sides Israeli withdrawal from the oa 
ognised, the to have adneved suffi- f»ed Golan Heights and Isra* 
econon^ic f lomentnm to move ahead counter-demand for a full Syri 
in a world in own. «munittnent to sign a peace tr< 

what goes ‘ r - I and Syria were trying to ty. 

cannot’ be a joint declaration set- The Israeli-Palestinian tal 

J j erSi lo the goal of their talks, have been especially dffficti 

WC U ' to re»ch agreement on a They aim to establfrh inter 

If cc.momi; ?- ,i: the time this round ends self-rule for Palestinians in t 

occupied West Bank and Ga 
S. ' Syri* 1 said it Strip. 

Jr* f ' ' ^ ,vc*U , r nr turned from a six-hour There was new confusion abc 

,, r rr-t with President Hafez AI the Palestinian position Sund 
oeinocr.--.^ out IDamascus with a man- after Farouk Kaddoumi, t 
. L L r/i: “increased efforts in Palestine Liberation Organh 

Men-o try to achieve results,” tion’s (PLO) foreign affairs chi 
damem.: - _ - jgf ne g 0t j xt0r Mr. Allaf. told Reuters that “self-rule is 

accept rfn ^TaeK- Jordanian folks, die word which is cancelled from t 

goals ^^'“p^ifafled to complete their PLO dictionary.” 
their pi Renton an agenda, asligfat But PLO Chairman Yass 
absence r ; _ , R . S ;> itment since the sides bad Arafat said Monday the PLC 
oppo^tiop gy a deal before the position had irot ctenged. 

m fr«dor. ^ : ; — 

itself, o jnese army joins battle against Israel 


recess. 

Isaraeh officials said Jordan had 
asked for some “minor clarifi ra- 
tios*," . Jordan’s chief negotiator 
Abdul Salam Majali said foe rides 
were very dose and there were no 
real problems. 

Thai accord, expected to be 
finalised in the next few days, was 
the first substantive step in any of 
the negotiations. 

In IsrAeh-Syrian folks, diplo- 
mats said the outlines of a seven- 
point document of shared prind- 
ffles were beginning to emerge. 
But there was still no agreement 
on Syria’s demand for a total 
Israeli withdrawal from foe occu- 
pied Golan Heights and Israel’s 
counter-demand for a full Syrian 
co mmitme nt to sign a peace trea- 
ty. 

The Israeli-Palestinian talks 
have been especially difficult. 
They aim to establish interim 
self-rule for Palestinians in foe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

There was new confusion about 
the Palestinian position Sunday 
after Farouk Kaddoumi, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO) foreign affairs chief, 
trfd Reuters that “self-rule is a 
word which is cancelled from the 
PLO dictionary.” 

But PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Monday the PLO’s 
position had not changed. 
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-- — ^ oper air-raid shelters. 

_ Radio said residents in 

0 Israel were reporting 
*0 ¥ I * of Israeli tanks and 
»*■*’’*' . moving towards the 

^,1 ; se border. - The Israeli 
Helsa TrJ-l'-'^fjokesman’s office said it 
leads* immediately confirm 

to the csi)-^ ort. 
fost week »ses saw foices moving to 

,~pr 'der and some into Israel's 
The i.*- errilla buffer zone in 
ftoaiati^ * r) ,j v < ebanon bat said the nnm- 
y% j- by ,,1<: not tmnsuaL . 

lents off northern lanel 
nerds SP* 1 ’ ^dered to spend tire night 
ttyrdi ir- l 5 l,n , i: J j l >'en as the army went on 
can toN- ^ ;3it Monday; 


ipfcfsw* 
any ei ,8 *‘ r * 
pnic u ‘-“ J; > 
probte* 

' i 

nsiidiy. -f-*; 


, >- r 3tm and Alman inride 
. . .v ' •, self-styled “securitv 
n South Lebanon at 3:30 
. -330 GMT). There was no 
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No casualties were reported from 
that barrage. 

That brought to 50 die number 
of Katyushas to strike northern 
Israel since Sunday in retalia- 
tion for the Israeli air raid on 
Lebanon: 

A similar outbreak of violence 
late last month in South Lebanon 
and northern brad left 13 people 
dead and 39 wounded. 

In last month’s violence, Israel 
responded to Hizbollah attacks in 
the “security zone” with air raids 
and shelling of HizboHafa targets. 
When Hizbollah fired Katyushas 
into Israel, the Israelis moved 
tanks to foe border. 

‘ The implied threat of a ground 
incmaqiL, coupled with demands 
by hardline Israeli politicians to 
pull out of foe peace talks, led 
Syria, to rein in Hizbollah. 

Bnt Israeli leaders suggested 
Tuesday foe latest violence might 
provoke a tougher response. 

“What we are witnessing is 
maybe a new phase in the escala- 
tion. of Hizbollah activities 
against Israeli civilians and sd- 
dwrs. We will not tolerate it. 
Israel cannot let such te r ro ris t 
activities go unnoticed,” said Gad 
Ben-Ari, spokesman of Prime 
Miir^er Yit.v.ak *■■■**'*» 


to do and were not being allowed 
to do it,” said a senior U.N. 
source. 

Since arriving with a mandate 
to secure foe airport and port and 
escort food convoys to distribu- 
tion centres, the troops have been 
confined to a makeshift camp at 
one end of the airport. 

But U.N. sources said there 
was still no agreement on de- 
ploying at the port — crucial if a 
major famine relief drive is to be 
successful — nor on escorting 
food convoys to people dying of 
hunger, sometimes only a tew mi- 
nutes' drive away. 

Three months after Somalia’s 
famine hit foe headlines and trig- 
gered Africa’s biggest relief op- 
eration since the Ethiopian 
famine of foe mid-1980s, hun- 
dreds of women and children are 
still dying each day. 

Aid workers say the appalling 
security situation in a country 
carved up between dan gunmen 
is foe major hurdle preventing 
help reaching those in need. 
Some two-thirds of foe popula- 
tion of seven million are at risk. 

General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, one of the country’s fier- 
cest warlords, recently warned of 
“unprecedented bloodshed” if 
U.N. troops took up position 
without his agreement. 

Gen. Aideed controls most of 
foe south of the divided capital, 
but his relations with the Hawa- 
dle dan deteriorated sharply last 
month after its fighters barred 
him from entering foe airport to 
greet Irish President Mary Robin- 
son. 

The Hawadle also control a 
part of foe port, carved up be- 
tween several dans. They feared 
.Gen. Aideed would try and take 
foil control of both the key in- 
stallations ahead of any U.N. 
deployment. 

Armed clan-based gangs, 
loosely controlled by rival war- 
lords, run protection rackets 
throughout foe ruined city. 


Romanian gypsies — Europe’s 


unwanted nomads 


By Roxana Dascalu 

Reuter 

BUCHAREST — They come 
and go as they please, ignoring 
rules, borders and most oilier 
conventions. 

Their own, secret roads lead 
them across Europe. 

When they are hungry or down 
at heart, tlu^ sing. 

They are the gypsies, Europe’s 
last nomads. And nobody seems 
to want them. 

Times are changing for the 
gypsies. Germany is about to 
repatriate tens of thousands of 
them to Romania. 

A census taken last January 
reckoned there were 410,000 gyp- 
sies in Romania — less than two 
per cent of the 23 million popula- 
tion. 

But their political leaders claim 
gypsies actually make up some 10 
per cent of the population. 

The gypsies' flamboyant, devil- 
may-care lifestyle irritates more 
sedate Romanians, and some- 
times sparks violent clashes. 

“I couldn’t sleep a wink for two 
nights running because a gypsy 
family were celebrating a birth- 
day with blaring music, shouts 
and street dances, right through 
foe night.” said Ana Mares, a 
45-year-old Bucharest factory 
worker. 

“They (gypsies) can afford it 
because they don’t have to get up 
early in the morning to go to 
work like us, who must work hard 
to earn a living.” 

Resentment against gypsies is 
widespread. They were harshly 
repressed under the late dictator 
Nicolae Ceausescu’s hardline 
communist regime, which 


branded them as parasites. 

But foe gypsies were ever res- 
courcefol. Immigration officers 
recall that in the Ceausescu days 
a local gypsy leader was once 
invited to attend a conference in 
foe West. 

Time went by and eventually 
they were told they could issue 
him an exit visa. 

“Thank you for the visa but I 
don’t need it any more,” he told 
them. “I’ve just returned from 
foe conference.” 

Local legend has it that noma- 
dic gypsies first came from India 
centuries ago, when Europe was 
invaded by hordes of Huns and 
Tatars, who turned them into 
slaves. 

For centuries gypsies were 
slaves on rich Romanian estates. 
Tey were freed from serford on 
foe land 136 years ago. 

After foe December 1989 up- 
rising in which Ceausescu was 
toppled and executed, foe gyp- 
sies, like many Romanians, were 
quick to use their new-found free- 
dom to travel. 

Lured by the prospects of a 
better life, many set out for the 
West, often without visas or other 
documents. 

Germany was a favourite des- 
tination. 

Overwhelmed by the tide of 
migrants, Bonn signed a con- 
troversial accord with Bucharest 
in September, allowing the Ger- 
mans to repatriate refugees who 
fail to get asylum. 

According to official figures, 
there are now some 60,000 
Romanian asylum-seekers in 
Germany, most of them gypsies. 
That is 20 times higher than the 
number in 1989, says Nicolae 


Gheorghe, leader of the Ethnic 
Federation of Romanies (EFR), 

He cites Romanian official fi- 
gures showing that a mere 0.2 per 
cent of Romanian refugees were 
granted political asylum in Ger- 
many this year. 

Gypsy political leaders in 
Romania have protested against 
the Bonn agreement, which took 
effect this month. 

‘'(Like the Jews, gypsies are a 
population vulnerable to racial 
discrimination and violence.” foe 
EFR said. 

Luminita Mihai, whose father. 


fon Cioba, was crowned “king” 
of Romanian gypsies two months 
ago, said: “We are against the 
gypsies' expulsion from Ger- 
many. What shall we do with 
them now, shall we leave them 
out in the cold streets?” 

Near Bucharest’s better hotels, 
boisterous, barefoot armies of 
young gypsies harass prosperous- 
looking tourists or business peo- 
ple with cries of “dollar, sir dol- 
lar, lady” and “thank you.” 

On street comers and in open- 
air markets, garrulous gypsy 
women in garish dresses sell flow- 


ers from improvised stalls, adding 
a bright touch to the grey city. 

Romania has no German-style 
neo-Nazi skinheads but it does 
have gangs of leather-dad “rock- 
ers” who often dash with gypsy 
gangs, mostly in poor districts. 

Despite general Romanian 
contempt for the gypsies, there is 
one Romanian whose name the 
gypsies still revere — Mihai 
Kogalniceanu. He was an open- 
minded statesman who fought 
prejudice and helped liberate 
gypsy slaves in the mid-19lh cen- 
tury. 


The Philadelphia International Hotel 

In Association with Performance International 
and PW Productions 
Proudly Present 

Christopher McHallem 

in the hilarious 

Smash Hit West End comedy 


AN EVENING WITH GARY LINEKER 



A Designed by 
. — y( Richard Bridgland 

“truly originally — j 

and hugely funny” IT 

Ei<ening Standard ) 


by Arthur Smith 
^ & Chris England 


B You've Seen The Rest 

NOW 4 

Try The Best 

Elegant Lady Boutique 

Modart 

The name in 

International fashion for the diceming lady 

Mecca street, between National and Rio Cafe 


Directed By 
Tony Craven £ 


‘a winner all the utay"^ 

X. Daily Telegraph 


S3 


CAST AT® CREW 
FLOWN COUTTESY OF 

m 

Emirates 
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Opening hours : TO- 1,30/4 -7 




I <al ~ yQ — )jq 

The Philadelphia 

For reservation please call 663100 ext. 113. 

Dinner and show at JD25++ 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m„ on Nov. 12th, 13th and 14th, 1992 


JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, WR FREKSH1 - 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS , 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND , RES ERVATIONS. 

— I 

AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

TEl. 604676 604696 ^ 



1 CROWN 

i INT’L EST. 

H Packing, shipping, 

« forwarding, storage, 
i clearing, door-to-door 
§ service 

^Air^e^n^Landj 

aT ovei the 

■ Tel: 664090 j 

Fax: 690052 

^P.O.Box 926467 AmmanJ 
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FIRST CLASS INMAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Tate away service 
' available 

Open Daily 12.30-3^0 pm 
7.30-TT.30pm 

After the PhiledelpMa Hotel 

'towards 3rd circle 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
I2ti0- 15:00 & 1&39-23& 

Tel: $3-314415 


l&B BRIE P6S SES7S3S 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
08 JORDAN... 

*Kais Dryctean. 1 He. Service 
* Shoes repair * Engraving 
<r Keys Service 

ftUphoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pisa 
Hut. phone 821656, Fex 
828163 J 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


SIUMO HAIG 

v Profe^SDoal Quafity m 
T Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
pur sbpp and get:- 

> JWMBO photo 
stoe 30% larger 
• Free enlarge- 
men t»2 30 on 

’ Sfemetoan - Opp. Griadlays 
.v Barak. Fijone: 604042 
i Swrefieb tek 823891 


Super super deluxe 
penthouse.. Unfur- 
nished. 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms. 

Location: Tla’a AI AH 
Price JD 7.000 

For further-details, please call: | 



P HJC'i NC .\^E£;Tiuif? ANt] 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

| 7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63ms 







INTERNATIONAL 


! Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of i 
Music 4 



Tel.: 8T0605, 810609 
Fax: $10520 


/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only . 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities,' 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 -Midnight / 

| The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT } 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Dpen & 6: Ui- 1 1 Mi <tu/i I 


Takm away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel / 
ITbL 661922. Amman] y jOfr 

time Tasted 

k. Always Lowed jr 


TAIWM TOURISM© 


Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
81 home delivery 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 18-JO - Midnight 
Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akiiah Hospital 
Jabal Amman, tel. 641093 


The Business Centre of Amman 


TranskUiun 


^ j 


Arp Tin- -Vl KRfllO'’ 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

NDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
ling world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesrion 
■he London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


: sterling 1.5118/28 

: U.S. dollar 1.2606/11 

1.5965/75 
1.7960/75 
1.4370/80 
32.81/85 
5.3925/75 
1363/1365 
124.13/18 
5.9990/6.0090 
6.4950/5000 
6.1150/250 

ounce of gold $330.40/330.80 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
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EC, Egypt agree on $0.8b aid allocation 


CAIRO (R) — The European 
Community (EC) signed an 
agreement with Egypt Monday 
on how to allocate a five-year 
$780 million aid programme, part 
of its fast-growing assistance to 
the southern Mediterranean re- 
gion. 

The agreement, which will 
direct funds to agriculture and 
tourism and speed up public sec- 
tor reforms, comes as a welcome 
boost to Egypt, which is worried 
by pressure on the aid budget of 
its major donor, the United 
States. 

EC officials told a news confer- 
ence Egypt's 568 'million ECU 
($784 million) fourth protocol 


from 1992-96 was part of a fast- 
expanding aid budget to southern 
Mediterranean countries as the 
richer European countries try to 
ensure economic growth and poli- 
tical stability on their southern 
flanks. 

“There is a big difference with 
the third protocol... we are in- 
novating quite a lot," said Jean- 
Paui Jesse, head of cooperation 
with the southern and eastern. 
Mediterranean at the European 
Commission. 

Monday's allocation agreement 
will release funds for the pro- 
tocol, which was signed last year. ' 

EC spokesman Mark Schwarz 
said aid to the region — which 


Air Casaada gr@ia; 
bid to take over 


HOUSTON (R) — A group led 
by Air Canada won the bidding- 
war for Continental Airlines 
Holdings Inc.. Monday with a 
$450 million offer that will give it 
a controlling stake in the carrier 
as part of a bankruptcy reorga- 
nisation. 

Under the deal, which Con- 
tinental says will become effec- 
tive when it emerges from chap- 
ter 11 proceedings early next year. 
Air Canada and Fort Worth-based 
Air Partners each will get a 27.5 
per cent stake in the carrier, with 
warrants allowing them to in- 
crease their holdings. 

Continental's unsecured creai- 
tors, who have approved the 
deal, will get 35.6 per cent of the 
restructured airline. 

Analysts said the deal, while 
allowing Continental to emerge 
from its two years in bankruptcy 
protection, also marks a big step 


forward for Air Canada, which 
last month broke off efforts to 
merge with rival Canadian Air- 
lines. 

A spokesman for die winning 
bidders said the new owners in- 
tend to maintain Continental's 
current top management, 
although they will appoint 12 
members to the 18-seai board of 
directors. 

Air Canada, about one-quarter 
the size of Continental, has a high 
cost structure and heavy debt 
load, analysts said. 

They said the two are likely to 
combine reservations systems and 
overlapping ground operations to 
cut costs and tc match schedules 
to transfer passengers between 
the airlines. 

For Continental, the deal couid 
be the first step in an attempt to 
find global partners, possibly an 
airline with strong service to the 
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includes Morocco, Algeria, Tuni- 
sia, Egypt, Israel, Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon — would jump ab- 
out 40 per cent to 4.41 billion 
ECUs ($6.09 billion) in the new 
round of five-year agreements. 

“These agreements were the 
first since communism fell in east- 
ern Europe and it was important 
to show the Mediterranean coun- 
tries they had not been forgotten, 
that the concept of ‘proximity* 
applied to them too,” said Mr. 
Schwarz. 

European aid to Egypt has 
more than tripled since - the late 
1970s while American aid. linked 
to Egypt’s groundbreaking peace 



negotiations with Israel, has re- member states had developed ex- 
plained level and is now under pertise, giving as examples 
cost-cutting pressure. French experience in agricultural ^ . 

Washington has told Egypt that credit and British and German Y*ft ^ 

for at least one year aid is certain privatisation drives. kJ fl - M. 3 

to remain ar the current $2.1 The EC protocol provides for 


billion, which is fixed by law'. 
“After that, nothing's certain.' 


privatisation drives. 

The EC protocol provides for 
'242 million ECUs ($334 million) 
in grants, 310 .million ECUs 


Pacific rim. analysts said. 

Montreal-based Air Canada 
will get 24 per cent of Continen- 
tal’s voting stock to comply with a 
U.S. law that limits foreign com- 
panies from holding more than 25 
per cent of a U.S.-based carrier's 
voting stock. 

Air Partners, an investment 
partnership led by David Bonder- 
man and James Coulter, rakes 41 
per cent. 

Continental said the Air 
Canada-Air Partners investment 
includes S140 million in new stock 
and S310 million secured debt in 
the deal, which is subject to 
bankruptcy court and regulator 
approval. 

Analysts said Continental was 
a more desirable property than 
either of the other two big car- 
riers in chapter 1 1 . Trans World 
Airlines and America West. 

Air Canada and Air Partners' 
hid for Continental won over a 
rival offer from Maxxam Inc., a 
Houston-based real estate and 
aiuminum group, and Aeromex- 
icc, Mexico's leading airline. 

Other bidders included a group 
led by Mexican investor Alfredo 
Brener, whose family is the main 
stockholder ion Mexicans Air- 
lines. and billionaire Marvin 
Davis, who was backed by Ger- 
many’s Lufthansa Airlines. 

Air Canada has 20,000 em- 
ployees and serves 117 destina- 
tions. 


a senior Western aid official told (5428 million) in concessional 
Reuters last week. “There's loans and 16 ECUs million ($22 
pressure to cut (American) public million) in risk capital to the 
spending on all sides and aid is private sector, 
one of the most vulnerable areas EC member country aid to 
because there's no home consti- Egypt including bilateral agree- 
niency.” merits totals nearly a billion dol- 

lars a year compared to $815 
Mr. Jesse said the EC planned million in economic aid from 
to help Egypt's economic reforms Washington. The U.S. also pro- 
by concentrating on areas where vides S 1.3 billion in military aid. 


Gold price drops 
to lowest level 
in almost 7 years 

LONDON (R) — Gold plunged tions. 

to its lowest price fixing in Lon- Market' confidence has been 
don for almost seven years Tues- badly dented by gold’s fall be- 
day, after huge selling of the cause the end of the year is 
precious metal by U.S. invest- traditionally the strongest period 
ment funds and Middle East spe- for prices, when Western jewel- 
c ilia tors in New York and Asia, lens stock up for the Christmas 
The price tumbled through buying period and Asian demand 
several so-called support levels at soars in preparation for the 
which market analysts had ex- Chinese new year, 
pected it to hold. “This just shouldn't be happen- 

“The funds have got the fin an- ing now. Gold demand in Asia 
cial muscle to push gold where and the Middle East is booming,” 
they want it and they sold it down a bullion dealer said, 
through all the support levels He said the lack of investors in 
without even blinking,” one the gold market after years of 
senior bullion dealer said. falling prices had left it thin and 

Gold was fixed at $330.20 an vulnerable to speculative raids by 
ounce in London Tuesday mom- investment funds and oil-rich 
ing, its lowest since January, Middle East operators who can 
1986. By midsession in Europe it direct large sums of money at the 
was quoted little changed at market to move prices, 
around $330.50. The real danger for gold is that 

Dealers said bullion could slide the seasonal support of jewellery 
further towards S325 if renewed demand will largely disappear in 
selling pressure developed on the the early months of the new year, 
U S. futures market. leaving the metal to fall further 

The funds and Middle Eastern towards $280. 
speculators who have been Dealers said that at that price. 


around $330.50. The real danger for gold is that 

Dealers said bullion could slide the seasonal support of jewellery 
further towards S325 if renewed demand will largely disappear in 
selling pressure developed on the the early months of the new year, 
U S. futures market. leaving the metal to fall further 

The funds and Middle Eastern towards $280. 
speculators who have been Dealers said that at that price, 
actively selling gold since it fell high-cost gold mines in South 
through $340 near the end of Africa — the world's largest gold. 
October might make large profits producer — would be undfer se- 


if they manage ro buy the metal 
back at the lowest possible prices 


vere financial pressure, leading to 
mine closures that might turn 


to close out their trading posi- around the decline in price. 



MOSCOW (R) — The rouble 
dropped to a new record low on 
Moscow's interbank currency ex- 
change Tuesday, falling below 
400 roubles per dollar for the first 
time. 

The exchange said the rouble 
traded at 403 to the dollar, down 
from the previous all-time low of 
399 on Thursday. 

The volume traded fell to 
$28.37 million, from $40.46 mil- 
lion at the previous session on 
Thursday. 

Exchange experts were not im- 
mediately available for comment. 

Last week they said no sharp 
movements were expected and 
predicred the rouble would re- 
main weak, reflecting the con- 
tinued decline in Russian indust- 
rial production and worries that 
inflation was poised to rise. 

Twice-weekly sessions on the 
Moscow exchange give banks and 
companies a limited opportunity 
to trade dollars. The rate set at 
die exchange is also a benchmark 
rate for the central bank. 

The Russian government has 
recently issued a new set of grim 
economic forecasts, but offered 
crumbs of comfort by predicting 
less than catastrophic declines. 

Senior government economic 
advisor Alexei Ulyukayev told a 
news conference the general de- 
cline would continue in 1993, 
only more slowly. 

He was careful not to make any 
rash predictions to raise the 
hopes of millions buffeted by 
months of soaring inflation and 
bracing for another winter of 
hardship and deprivation. 

“We shall guaranree that there 
is no ova: am collapse of the sys- 


WnIBa 


tem... we are going to witness a 
further decline in industrial pro- 
duction next year, but it will be 
less sharp,” he said. 

Speaking after a government 
meeting which discussed the 13 
outlook, Mr. Ulyukayev declined 
to give a forecast for the oil 
sector, where production has 
been plummeting, threatening 
the lifeblood of the economy. 

He also stuck his neck out only 
slightly on the issue of falling 
living standards and inflation, ex- 


of roubles in new credits for 
struggling industrial and agri- 
cultural enterprises. 

Thousands of companies were 
on the brink of bankruptcy only 
weeks before the country's priva- 
tisation programme began its 
main thrust at the start of Octo- 
ber with the issuing of vouchers 
for people to exchange for cash or 
shares in state firms. 

President Boris Yeltsin signed 
a decree last month authorising 


pected to top, 1,000 per cent this use of the voucheis to buy 
vear. land, housing and municipal 

“Real earnings are going to buildings. 

increase somewhat.” he^id The government 1993 outlook 

Government experts esttutad warned of the consequences of an 
industrial output would fall by over-rigid financial policy, 
between eight and 10 per amt “ A sharper downErn in pro- 
next year, compared with an 18 to d uc ti 0 n ma y be observed, accom- 
J) per cent drop m 1992, he said. pa n j e d by massive bankruptcies 
Gross National and unemployment,” TASS 

was -seen falbng by five to eigh quoted it J* ^ 
per cent. This years GNP fall 3 * 

would be about 25 per cent. 

Agricultural production was 

expected to remain at its present 

level, Mr. Ulyukayev said. Rus- ^ _____ 
sia’s farm output has long been 

unable to meet the needs of the \xr l 1 0 >! T T T 

150 million population. 1 W U w 1 1 

ITAR-TASS news agency J^VlLLA FOR RENT S 

quoted Economy Minister . 

Andrei Nechayev as saying the ^ WITHOUT FURNITU 

government's 1993 forecasts were ' PLEASE CALL : j 

fairly optimistic. • 

But he believed inflationary CONSULTANTS 

pressure would ease. Monthly 

price rises would not exceed 10 

per . n i2? ye S : - , v Famished Apar 

Acting Prime Minister Yegor r 

Gaidar has vowed to tighten A very well furnished apa 
monetary’ policy after a period Suweifiah area, 900 metres 
during which the government and (he airport road, 

the central bank granted billions SDaco area is ahout 120 ar 


economic 

policies 


KHARTOUM (R) — A leading 
academic and former minister 
sharply criticised the Sudanese 
government's economic policies 
Monday saying they were un- 
Islamic and went beyond those 
prescribed by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Mohammad Hashim Awad, a 
professor of economics at Khar- 
toum University, wrote in the 
government-owned weekly news- 
paper A! Messira (the march) 
that the policies had pushed 
prices beyond the reach of ordin- 
ary people. 

They were un-Islamic, he 
added, because Islam calls for 
even development, fair distribu- 
tion of wealth and price stabilisa- 
tion. 

Dr. Awad, a former commerce 
minister, said liberalisation poli- 
cies introduced this year had sent 
prices soaring. 

The policies, he added, went 
for beyond anything the IMF had 
in mind. 

The IMF, he said, wanted the 
Sudanese pound devalued from 
15 pounds to the dollar to 60 
pounds to the dollar. 

In February, the government 
floated the Sudanese pound 
which plunged from its official 
value of 15 pounds to 90 pounds. 
Now it fetches 130 pounds. 

Dr. Awad said that while the 
IMF wanted Sudan to withdraw 
supper from the rich and spare 
the poor, the government with- 
drew support from everyone. 

While the IMF wanted the gov- 
ernment to seil off less-making 
public corporations, the govern- 
ment decided to get rid also of 
those making money, he added. 

Three weeks ago, former 
Sudanese prime minister Sadeo 
AI Mahdi said in an interview 
with the government-owned 
newspaper AI Darfur AI Jedida 
(new darfur) that the lot of the 
people had worsened since 
Lieutenant General Omar Has- 
san AI Bashir siezed power from 
him more than three years ago. 

Dr. Awad urged the govern- 
ment to reimpose price controls 
and ensure that salaries matched 
the cost of living. 

While the price of dnra, 
Sudan’s staple food, had dropped 
the prices of other commodities 
had not. he said. 

Despite a recent increase in 
salaries, he added, few govern- 
ment officials could afford to buy 
meat. 

The minimum private sector 
wage in Sudan is 2,000 Sudanese 
pounds ($17). In the public sector 
it is 2,500 pounds ($21). 

A kilogramme of meat costs at 
least 240 pounds ($2). 

Dr. Awad said 4.5 million peo- 
ple needed help not just the 
500,000 the government says re- 
quire zakat (alms). University 
lecturers were among those who 
need zakat, he added. 


'TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 


VILLA FOR RENTS LOTS OF FLATS, WITH OR 

W ITHOUT FURNITURE. 

PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY § 
CONSULTANTS Tel : 829882/829883 I 


In AI Yarmouk Cooperative Housing Society for 
Engineers, between Gardens Street and Makka 
Street, near AI Muhtasib crossing', villa no 7, Amman. 

Please cal! tel. No. 691724 


A) Fully furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
salon, and kitchen. Central heating &* telephone, 
second floor, Daheiat AI Hussein - Shmeisani, 
near.Barq Supermarket. 

(Rent price: JD 4,000) 

B) New unfurnished apartment in Tla‘ Ai Ali, near 
Jordan Decoration. Possibilities for central heat- 
ing are available. 

(Rent price: JD 2,300) 

Please call tel.: 666075 & 835834 — Anytime 


Famished Apartment F©r Rent 

A veiyr well furnished apartment located in a villa at 
Suweifiah area, 900 metres far from the 7th Circle along 
the airport road. 

Space area is about 120 sq. m. and convenient for little 
family only. 

Preferable rental on an annual contract or not less than six 
months. 

If Interested, please call tel. 816078 


REQUIRED 

Full Time / Part Time Secretary 

Recently established Public Industrial Company 
requires full time/part time secretary to work as 
secretarial assistant to general manager. 
-Secretary should be able to work afternoon 
hours. 

- Late morning start possible. 

-Qualification is the most important criterion: 

- Excellent command of English; computer/word- 
processor experience is a must. 

Work to include ability to compose her own 
correspondence, initiative in public relations 
and marketing matters. 

Phone 685967 (R.F.H) 

Office hours: 4:30 to 6:30 
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Yeltsin warns of coup threat) 
hints at emergency powers 


LONDON (R) — President Boris 
Yeltsin Tuesday warned that 
right-wing forces in Russia could 
try to stage a coup and gave a 
clear signal that he would assume 
emergency powers if necessary to 
thwart them. 

Mr. Yeltsin's stark speech to 
both bouses of the British parlia- 
ment drove home the opposition 
he faces to his political and eco- 
nomic reform of post-Soviet Rus- 
sia, where Communists and 
nationalists alike are bidding to 
bring down his government. 

“We must directly recognise: 
There are in oar country forces 
interested m a revanchist coup,” 
Mr. Yeltsin told an audience of 
400 parliamentarians and guests 
packed into the ornately gilded 
Royal Gallery of the parliament 
building on the River Thames. 

But he said his government 
would not allow “reaction” to 
triumph and pledged to press on 
with economic reform. 

“If necessary, I shall use the 
power granted to me by the peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Accompanied into and out of 
the chamber by a fanfare of tram- 
pets. Mr. Yeltsin received a two- 
minute standing ovation at the 
end of a speech interrupted more 


Hum a dozen times by warm 
applanse. 

The principal force in the over- 
throw last year of Soviet com- 
munism and the Soviet Union 
itself, he was only the ninth fore- 
ign leader in 25 years to address 
members of the Houses of Lords 
and the Commons. 

The other eight have been 
leaders of Western allied nations 
and the honour afforded Mr. 
Yeltsin symbolised the high pro- 


economy. 

He faces a stormy session of 
the conservative-dominated Rus- 
sian Congress of People's De- 
puties on Dec. 1 which may try to 
unseat him and declined earlier 
this month to rule out assuming 
emergency powers. 

In his speech he listed the 
potential coup plotters as rem- 
nants of the former Communist. 
Party mid state elite, militant 
nationalists, some old-fashioned 


file Britain has given Iris two-day economic managers and “politic- 
official visit in a clear bid to al adventurists.” 


bolster his position and anchor 
Russia in the Western camp. 

The oentre piece of Mr. Yel- 
tsin's stay was the signing Mon- 
day of the first comprehensive 
treaty on relations between Bri- 
tain and Russia since 1766. 

Mr. Yeltsin was also due to 
lunch with Queen Elizabeth at 
Buckingham Palace. British 
newspapers speculated that he 
would use the occasion to invite 


“All these forces have come to 
life in recent times, they are 
trying to switch to open massed 
attack, speculating on the diffi- 
culties which the people are ex- 
periencing.” be said. “But I am 
convinced such plans are not des- 
tined to be fulfilled. 

“The political excitement being 
whipped up now in the country is 
nothing but a theatre of shadows, 
in which the ghosts of the past are 


the queen to make the first vis it giving their farewell perform- 
to Russia by a British monarch ance." 

since before the 1917 Bolshevik Echoing a phrase beloved by 
Revolution. former British Prime Minister 


Mr. Yeltsin must confront Margaret Thatcher, Mr. Yeltsin 
mounting discontent as output said “there >s no alternative” to 
plunges and inflation soars in the his economic liberalisation poli- 
pa infill shift from a command c * es despite the hardships. 


“Despite the hysterics of the 
opponents of reforms, Russia will 
not stop and will not turn back,,” 
he declared. 

He appealed for sympathy 
Grom British parliamentarians for 
his efforts to defend the rights of 
Russian minorities in other for- 
mer Soviet republics and de- 
fended bis action in sending 
troops to quell ethnic unrest in 
southern Russia. 

He also confirmed a shift in 
Russian thinking away from the 
idea of total abolition of nuclear 
weapons towards the long-term 
nuclear deterrence favoured by 
the West. 

“For the foreseeable future, it 
is now apparent, nuclear weapons 
will remain an essential compo- 
nent of international security 
policy,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin Tuesday also met 
the leader of Britain's opposition 
Labour Party, John Smith, and 
visited the headquarters of the 
European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development, ser up to 
help Eastern Europe’s new 
democracies. 

He was due to leave for Hun- 
gary Tuesday evening after a 
news conference and a visit to 
Westminster Abbey. 


Angola accuses rebels of massing troops 


LUANDA, Angola (AP) — The 
government Tuesday accused 
UNITA of concentrating forces 
in the south, another ominous 
sign that civil war could resume 
over September’s contested elec- 
tion. 

U.N. peace negotiators have 
been trying to contact UNITA 
leader Jonas Savimbi at his stron- 
ghold in the central city of Huam- 
bo. 

Mr. Savimbi called U.N. head- 
quarters in Luanda Monday and 
said a meeting might be possible 
Tuesday, according to an assis- Q 
taut to Margaret A ns tee, the 
U.N. representative for Angola. 

Ms. Anstee and U.N. 
Undersecretary-General Marracfc 
Gooldtng have been trying to 
contact Mr. Savimbi. Mr. Gotild- 


ing. who has met with Preisdent 
Jose Eduardo Dos Santos, says 
meeting Mr. Savimbi will be “de- 
cisive” for peace. 

U.N.-brokered peace accords 
signed in 1991 by the U.S.- 
backed Savimbi forces and the 
leftist Angolan government held 
until UNITA lost the September 
elections. Mr. Savimbi charged 
that Angola's first post-civil war 
elections had been marred by 
fraud and retreated to Huambo. 

Fighting broke out last week, 
claiming the lives of 1,000 people 
and threatening to reignite the 
country's 16-year civil war. 

Recent news from the front has 
been scarce and often contradic- 
tory. 

State radio said Tuesday that 
“the military situation is critical 


in some provinces of the coun- 
try. It accused UNITA of con- 
centrating forces near Lubango in 
southern Huila province. 

In the cities of Uige and Neg- 
age, northeast of Luanda, people 
were fleeing their homes and 
taking refuge in surrounding vil- 
lages, state radio said. 

It said government and UN- 
ITA officials were calling for 
calm and had agreed to set up 
joint patrols in the area. . 

State radio said Monday that 
government and UNITA com- 
manders had negotiated peace 
agreements in central and south- 
ern provinces where UNITA is 
thought to be strong. But ancon- 
firmed reports said government 
aircraft had attacked rebel posi- 
tions for the first time in over a 


year of relative peace. 

The Angolan News Agency 
(ANGOP) said government jets 
bombarded positions of Savftnbi’s 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UN- 
ITA)? in the port of Benguela, 
south of Luanda, Saturday. Gov- 
ernment police had taken a milit- 
ary school seized by UNITA, the 
agency said. 

Government sources also said 
artillery rein forcemeats and tanks 
were being sent toward Caxito, 
the capital of Bengo province 65 
kilometres northeast of Luanda, 
which was seized by UNITA last 
week. 

At least 350,000 people were 
killed in Angola’s civil war, which 
broke out on the eve of independ- 
ence from Portugal in 1975. 


France, U.K. locked in new row over Maastricht 


PARIS (R) — France and Britain 
were locked in a new row over 
the Maastricht Treaty Tuesday 
after President Francois Mitter- 
rand lashed out at Prime Minister 
John Major for postponing Brit- 
ish ratification of European un- 
ion. 

In unusually blunt language, Mr. 
Mitterrand described Mr. Ma- 
jor's decision to delay parliamen- 
tary ratification of political, eco- 
nomic and monetary union until 
after Denmark bolds a new re- 
ferendum on the issue as “un- 
acceptable” but not surprising. 

Mr. Major's office shot hack a 


curt statement saying the timing 
was a matter for the British gov- 
ernment. 

Asked about the delay, Mr. 
Mitterrand told a television inter- 
viewer:^ “I think it is bad- 
.. .perhaps he wants to gain a little 
extra time. That is what I under- 
stood when he said “we will wait 
for the Danes to change their 
position before deciding.” 

“That is unacceptable. I have 
told him that and I will tell him 
that again,” the French leader 
said Monday night. 

Mr. Mitterrand said he would 
raise the matter at next month’s 
Europeah Community (EC) 


summit in Edinburgh. 

“If they need a few weeks in 
1993 after the deadline, that's fair 
enough, at least for France. But 
not more,” he said. 

He noted Mr. Major had per- 
sonally negotiated and signed the 
treaty, adding: “1 think he will 
stick to his word.” 

The French leader recalled that 
Mr. Major’s predecessor, Mar- 
garet Thatcher, had resisted op to 
die last minute in 1985 an agree- 
ment on the so-called Single 
European Act, but accepted in 
die end to avoid isolation. 

Mr. Mitterrand's tough words 
appeared to reflect a concern that 


the landmark treaty he regards as 
the achievement of his second 
term in office may fall victim to 
indefinite prevarication. 

In Brussels, Denmark and Bri- 
tain explained their problems 
with the treaty to sceptical and 
worried EC foreign ministers who 
fear the pace of European in- 
tegration is slowing to a virtual' 
standstill. 

The ministers agreed to meet 
again in a month's time to see 
how they can best save the treaty, 
which lays out a paui to a single 
currency and a common foreign 
and security policy. 
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tS 3( N. Ireland peace talks fail 
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tiai S F BELFAST (R) — An Anglo-Irish bid to end one of the world’s 

A * longest-running guerrilla conflicts ended in failure Tuesday with 

bl Northern Ireland peace talks winding down after six months of 

intensive negotiations. Britain has been bidding to return the 
ne : ni war-weary province to some form of local power-sharing between 

the St deeply mistrustful Protestants and Catholics after 18 years of 

Mr al direct rule from London. British and Irish ministers and leaders of 

Zt the four main Northern Ireland constitutional parties have 

ua , la decided to end the latest round of negotiations rather than let 

pa J sa them drag on without any real hope of a settlement. Britain's 

- Northern Ireland Minister Sir Patrick Mayhew remained optimis- 

e vj te tic. “If the talks have not readied the ambitious objectives we 

ne, sought, nevertheless things are never going to be the same again .” 

i a t. Sv he said. But Dr. John Alderdice, leader of the middle-of-the-rcad 

elf Alliance Party, felt, a valuable opportunity had been missed • ■> 

sol a ? end the conflict. “Agreement was possible, it was there for the 

Xr 01 taking,” be said, 

in f0 

a Gorbachev defends Honecker 

BERLIN (AP) — Former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
Monday defended former east German, leader Erich Honecker, 
who faces trial this week for the deaths of people killed at the 
Berlin Wall. Mr. Gorbachev, in Berlin to mark the third 
anniversary of the Nov. 9, 1989, opening of the wall, is credited 
with helping topple Mr. Honecker by refusing to support die 
former east German Communist Party chief in the face of 
mounting pro-democracy protests. At a news conference, Mr. 
Gorbachev said Mr. Honecker was the leader of a nation that had 
been recognised as legitimate by many other countries, and that 
nations have the right to control their border. 

Germans rally against racism 

FRANKFURT (AP) — About 200,000 people marched through 
numerous German cities, to protest against anti-semitism and 
intolerance on the 54th anniversary of the Naas' “crystal night” 
attacks. Right-wind radicals marred the local rally in Rostock. 
According to Rostock Police, aboni 2.500 people held a qniet anti- 
xenophobia vigil Monday in the east German dty, where the 
current nationwide spree of daily attacks on refugees began in 
August. After the vigil was over, about 40 right-wing radicals 
armed with baseball bats marched through' the city centre. Police 
arrested six of the militants. No attacks were reported. Berlin’s 
SFB Radio, in a Tuesday morning overview of the various 
demonstrations, said 200,000 people had taken part in them. 

Bush not pondering Weinberger pardon 

WASHINGTON (R) — White House Marlin Fitzwater dismissed 
- calls for President George Bush to pardon former Secretary of 
Defence Caspar Weinberger and said the president has not been 
pondering $uch action. Mr. Fitzwater brushed aside reports that 
pressure was mounting among some Republicans for Mr. Bush to 
grant a presidential pardon to Mr. Weinberger, indicted by a 
special prosecutor on charges stemming from the Iran-contra 
scandal. 


Rebel leader proposes 
ceasefire in Liberia 


MONROVIA (AP) — Rebel 
leader Charles Taylor, 
threatened by a beefed-up 
peacekeeping force and 
apparently abandoned by a 
powerful backer, proposed a 
ceasefire Tuesday in his three- 
week assault on the capital. 

A spokesman, reached by 
satellite phone in Taylor-held 
Liberia, said the rebel leader wasted al 
fighting to stop at noon Tuesday, 
12 hoars before the deadline 
West African leaders set for a 
truce. The spokesman asked that 
his name be withheld. 

The West Africans had said 
they would impose a total block- 
ade on Mr. Taylor’s territory if be 
Failed to comply. This was ex- 


pected to include an offensive to 
take Monrovia’s international air- 
port and the port of Buchanan, 
now being used by Mr. Taylor to 
receive supplies. 

On Sunday night Mr. Taylor’s 
radio station said the rebels 
would fight to the last man, but 
on Monday afternoon his staff 
said no decision had been made 
on whether to honour the trace. 

Meanwhile, in neighbouring 
Ivory Coast, religious organisa- 
tion said 12 Americans and three 
Britons associated with missions 
— 10 adults and five children — 
were freed after 10 days in the 
bands of Taylor rebels and were 
safe in neighbouring Ivory Coast. 
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Russian troops move into Ingushetia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sian troops moved into tbe south- 
ern region erf Ingushetia Tuesday 
to maintain a state of emergency 
imposed by Moscow earlier this 
month, ITAR-TASS News Agen- 
cy said. 

The agency quoted the interim 
regional administration as saying 
a paratroop regiment, units of 
elite Spetsaaz Forces and Interior 
Ministry Forces started moving in 
at 11 a.m. (0800 GMT). 

TASS said there was no im- 
mediate reaction from Ossetian 
authorities. It quoted Rrasian 
military sources as saying there 
had been no serious incident. 

More than 200 people have 
been killed in a week of fighting 
over a disputed border between 
Ingushetia and neighbouring 
North Ossetia. Troops moved 
into North Ossetia a week ago. 

Moscow imposed a state of 
emergency in tbe region last week 
to stop the first ethnic conflict in 
Russia since the Soviet Union 
collapsed late last year. 

The fighting ceased when the 
Russian army and Interior Minis- 
ter Forces moved into tbe centre 
of conflict in Ossetia. But troops 
had not been sent into Ingushetia 
.before Tuesday’s action. 


The disputed district, once be- 
longing to Ingushetia, was hand- 
ed to Ossetia during World War 
0 by Soviet dictator Joseph Sta- 
lin, who accused foe I ng ns his of 
collaboration with Nazi Germany 
and deported them to Siberia and 


President Yeltsin Monday re- 
moved the deputy prime minister 
as head of the provisional govern- 
ment in North Ossetia. 

Georgy Khfaha told a news 
conference he had been replaced 
as aAnin wi ratni of the southern 
Russian region by Sergei 
Shakhrai, a former Yeltsin advis- 
er who was named deputy prime 
minister for ethnic issues last 
week. Mr. Khizha will retain (ns 
other duties as deputy prime 
minister. 

Mr. Khizha said Russian troops 
now control North Ossetia. 

Mr. Khizha said more than 
36,000 Ingush had fled foe fight- 
ing. About 30,000 went to neigh- 
bouring Ingushetia and 6,000 to 
Russian military bases in foe 
area. 

Tbe North Ossetians turned 
over 877 hostages to tbe Ingush 
Monday in return for the Ingush 
returning 383 people, the Interfax 


News Agency said, quoting a 
North Ossetian Parliamentary 
Commission for hostage ex- 
change. 

Reporters who returned Mon- 
day from a three-day trip to the 
area told of evidence of atroci- 
ties. They accused foe Ossetians 
of raping and killing many Ing- 
ush, raying they, kidtaapped teen- 
age girts and raped mothers in 
front of their children. 

Elsewhere in the former Soviet 
Union, 30 Abkahzian and north 
militan ts tied after 
they were bombed by G e orgia n 
troops near the Abkh-*"tian capit- 
al of Sukhumi, ITAR-TASS re- 
ported Monday. 

Abkhazian rebels have been 
battling Georgian troops since 
mid-August, with scores of peo- 
ple killed. Georgia dispatched 
troops to tbe Black Sea region on 
Aug. 13 to root obi supporters of 
ousted President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia. Abkhazian leaders 
said tbe soldiers were sent to 
crush’ their independence cam- 
paign. 

Georgian Defence Minister 
Tengiz Krtovani Monday put his 
army on alert to help end foe war 
with Abkhazia, Commonwealth 
Television repented. 
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Fighting flares again in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (R) — U t nited 
Nations peacekeepers have re- 
ported more firefights in Cambo- 
dia, where rival faction leaders 
have predicted ali-out war unless 
a peace pact can finally be sal- 
vaged. 

“Tbe situation has been ten- 
se.. .in several areas of Cambo- 
dia,” a U.N. official said Tues- 
day, adding that tbe truce viola- 
tions appeared to be isolated 

incidents. 

Fighting flared Friday, foe day 
before a weekend conference in 
Peking to rescue last year’s peace 
accord. The meeting ended in 
failure. 

In tire most serious incident, a 
crowd gathered for a religious 
ceremony in Kompong Thom 
came under small-arms and mor- 
tar fire. U.N. officials said three 
people were killed and 24 wound- 
ed in tbe attack, which vfflagm 
blamed on Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las. 

Tbe Khmer Rouge were also 
suspected of being responsible for 
a second attack in the province 
that left one man dead mid three 
children injured. 

Phnom Penh authorities also 
blamed Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
and fighters from a non- 
Communist faction for an attack 
near foe capital Saturday. 

Authorities said five Khmer 
Rouge fighters were killed, but a 
U.N. investigation said -the gov- 
ernment began the fighting and 
no Khmer Rouge fighters were 
involved. Government troops 


were also blamed for a separate 
clash Friday. 

On Saturday, mortars landed 
near a U.N. position in Preah 
Vihear, prompting the evacua- 
tion of U.N. police and electoral 
officials. The Khmer Rouge was 
blamed for that attack. 

The U.N. official downplayed 
the significance of the trace viola- 
tions. “These incidents... appear 
isolated and the result of tension 
between rival factions... rather 
than coordinated action,” he 
said. 

Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said Monday full-scale 
war could erupt again following 
the failure of international 
mediators to coax foe Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas back into foe 
peace process. 

The fate of the accord, which 
brought the United Nations’ 
biggest-ever peacekeeping mis- 
sion into foe devastated country, 
was now in the hands of the U.N. 
Security Council, he said. 

“Right now we are not at war 
but if no immediate measures are 
taken it might be the renewal of 
war,” Mr. Him Sen said. Khmer 
Rouge nominal leader Khieu 
Samphan also hinted, in remarks 
in Peking, Chat war was likely to 
break out. 

Tbe weekend talks, involving 
the four rival Cambodian fac- 
tions, tbe French and Indonesian 
foreign ministers as co-sponsors 
of the 2991 peace accord, and 
other interested nations, failed to 
resolve Khmer Rouge com- 


plaints. 

The Khm er Rouge has refused 
to send its fighters to U.N.- 
supervised camps for disanna- 
nent or to allow peacekeepers 
into their zones, as their fbnner 
guerrilla allies and : the Phnom 
Penh government have done. 

They say Vietnamese troops, 
who ousted a savage Khmer 
Rouge regime in 1979, remain in 
Cambodia. The 16,000-strong 
U.N. peacekeeping force has 
been unable to find any. 

Meanwhile, Thailand’s prime 
minister said foe Thaj-Cambodia 
border would be impossible to 
seal to back up possible U.N. 
sanctions on Khmer Rouge guer- 
rillas. 

Moves to block cross-border 
trading-conducted by tbe Khm er 
Rouge are being mooted because 

of the guerrillas’ refusal to comp- 
ly with the peace accord signed 
last year with their allies and the 
Phnom Penh government. 

“I told him (Him Sen) we can’t 
erect barbed wire all along the 
border,” Mr. Chnan I eekpa i told 
reporters after meeting the 
Cambodian prime minister. 

“Those people who live in the 
area are related so it is impossible 
to stop their contacts,” he added. 

The main Khmer Rouge zones 
are in southwestern and north- 
easters Cambodia. U.N. sources 
say they are also taking over 
areas previously held by two 
guerrilla armies formerly allied to 
them. 


Clinton seeks big business help for economic strategy 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (AP) 
— President-Elect Bill Cfimon’s 
call to big business for help on an 
economic strategy is designed to 
show his commitment to crossing 
party lines and offering a diffe- 
rent land of government, aides 
say. 

A planned economic summit, 
which will feature economists, 
labour representatives and 
academics, also is aimed at ral- 
lying the American public behind 
whatever economic plan Mr. 
Clinton comes up with before he 
takes it to Congress, a senior aide 
said Monday. 

“He's buying into the coon try 
before he bays into Congress. He 
wants to get the people behind 
him,” said the aide, who spoke 
only on condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Clinton has not made any 
specific plans to meet with con- 
gressional leaders. On Monday 
his aides said he would hold an 
economic summit sometime after 
thanksgiving. 

“Wbai he’s trying- to do is to show 
he’s in touch and be wants to get 
a sense of foe scope of the prob- 
lem,” Communications Director 
George Stephanopoulos said. 


Mr. Clinton ran his campaign 
as a “new kind of Democrat” and 
pledged to cross party lines to 
solicit advice for solving Amer- 
ica’s problems. Mr. Clinton's out- 
reach to business leaders is part 
of that effort, aides said. 

“I think Clinton is demonstrat- 
ing that he wants to be in tune 
with the business community.” 
said Sandra Shaber, an economist 
at the Wefa Group, a Phi- 
ladelphia forecasting firm. “This 
summit doesn’t sound like some 
Democratic brain trust, some in- 
ner circle of technocrats. This is 
reaching out to tbe country.” 

Mr. Stephanopoulos added: 
“It’s not Republican or Demo- 
crat; it’s practical.” 

Mr. CHnton said Monday that 
be wanted “some of the brightest 
people in the country” to attend 
tbe summit. He said be would 
invite people from a “broad 
range of backgrounds” and “ talk 
to them about the gravity of tbe 
situation, deal with what our op- 
tions are, get as many good ideas 
as I can.” 

The president-elect h addled 
with a handful of key transition 
advisers into tbe evening Monday 


at the Arkansas governor’s man- 
sion. Mr. Clinton and his aides 
were organising his transition 
team. No high-ranking posts or 
cabinet positions were expected 
Co come this week, aides said. 

Meanwhile, Democratic 
National Chairman Ronald 
Brown, who is expected to leave 
his party post in the new year, 
was quoted in published reports 
from Washington as saying some 
positions in the new administra- 
tion “would be enticing” to him. 
He declined to identify the jobs. 

Mr. Stephanopoulos said Mr. 
Clinton planned a conference call 
Tuesday with his frill transition 
board and said tbe group likely 
would meet in Little Rock next 
week. 

No major decisions were immi- 
nent, said one senior Clinton aide 
dose to tbe transition proce s s. 

Also Monday, Mr. Clinton 
spoke by phone with three world 
feeders — German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin aud ■ 
South African President F.W. De 
Kteric — to introduce himself. He 
told them he hoped to meet with 
each as soon as possible, but no 


meetings were scheduled. 

This week, Mr. Clinton plans 
to speak with French President 
Francois Mitterrand. Greek 
Prime Minister Constantine Mit- 
sotakis. King Fahd of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Indian Prime Minister p.v. 
Narasunba Rap, Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze and 
Ukraine President Leonid Krav- 
chuk. 

“All he wants to do is establish 
contact,” said Mr. Stephano- 
poulos, who said Mr. Clinton was 
avoiding any detailed discussions 
until be takes office. 
^Acc ording to foe aide. Mr. 
Gfartoo stressed his support for 
no delay, no slowing down of 
foe pe ace pro cess in the Middle 
East aunng his transition of 
power with President George 
Bush. 6 

Mr. Rabin had called Mr. din- 
ton to congratulate him on his 
f*^ ra, il ” ct °ry and to wish him 
tack . “ ^ leader of the free 
world, a statement from foe 
«™eb government said. 

Mr. Clinton transition Chair- 
man Vernon Jordan said he din 
not exdude foe possibib> of 
seeking foreign policy advice 
from James Baker, who was tbe 


architect of Middle East 
talks before quitting as secretary 
of state tori Mr! Bush’s cam- 
paign. 

On Monday, Mr. Stephanpo- 
uk» did not dis co u n t that pros- 
pect either, but suggested such 
specnlation was premature. 
“He’ll deal with foe issue of an 
emissary when the time is 
appropriate,” Mr. Stephano- 
poulos said. 

Mr. Clinton congratulated Mr. 
Kohl on the third anniversary of 
the Berlin Wall's fan and “stres- 
sed we want a close and effective 
relationship,” Mr. Stephano- 
poulos said. He said Mr. Kohl 
and Mr. Clinton talked generally 
about “security and trade issues” 
but s^d he did not believe they 
talked about Mr. Bush’s recent 
demion to raise tariffs on imports 
of European wine and other pro- 
ducts. 

In the conversation with South 
Africa’s De Klerk, “governor 
umton stressed that there was 
OTMd international support to 
reduce tbe violence,” Mr. 
SjT*»nopoulas said, adding that 
Mr. Clinton praised Mr. De 

Klerk for progress in recent 
weeks. 







